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“Milestones are a part of 
every person’s journey”

Peri Te Waoproudly brought to you by

Love Life Fono  
Labour Weekend

A catch up with 
School’s Out

Waiting for 
eternal rest



- Me Karakia Tātou -
Whiti ora ki te whai ao
ki te ao mārama.
Whiti ki runga, whiti ki raro.
E ngungu ki te pōhatu
e ngungu ki te rākau  
tītaha ki tēnei taha
tītaha ki tērā taha. 
Tihei mauriora.

Focusing on the present:
Tapatoru would like to share 
with its Māori trans, wider 
trans whānau, and friends, the 
importance of making the most of 
the present. This is the time when 
people are too focussed on other 
aspects of their lives and that we 
forget about enjoying ‘today’:

• and that we are a whānau/
family and we look after each 
other and get on;

• that our uniqueness is what 
contributes to our vibrant 
and colourful community;

• keeping things simple is 
what is more effective than 
complexity and jargon;

• that we show our support in 
numbers and a unifed voice 
with good intention toward 
our people;

• that we uplift our wairua/
spirit, and lead proudly by 
example;

• that we have no boundaries 
to our successes; and

• that we are savvy in today’s 
world (living comfortably in 
our community, our society, 
our world).

Our history:
Our Māori trans history is precious 
and we openly remember and 
share memories of those who 
have passed on. 

What the future holds:
Our dream is to have a place for 
our aging Māori trans whānau 
in Wellington. To encourage 
a lifestyle that respects all 
trans people as they age and 
either require support to live 
comfortably; or who want to live 
in a facility that is supportive. At 
this stage it is a dream, with the 
hope it will become reality.
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The contents of Tātou are a collective 
of articles and advertisement related 
material sourced from whanau and 
friends of Tapatoru. The views expressed 
within this publication are solely for the 
purpose of providing communication and 
marketing opportunities to its community. 
Tapatoru’s community are Maori trans, 
and their whanau and friends who 
support the vision and work of Tapatoru. 
We welcome your comments, advertising, 
stories, ideas, feedback and contributions 
to: tatou@tapatoru.org.nz

Contact details: email: info@tapatoru.
org.nz, website: www.tapatoru.org.nz, 
facebook: tapatoru, postal: Tapatoru, 
PO Box 19008 Courtenay Place, 
Wellington 6149, New Zealand, 
Ph/txt 022 602 3199.

Would you like to share an article in 
Tātou? You are welcome to contact us 

via email or phone. 

We look forward 
to hearing from you. 

‘Nau Mai Haere Mai’
Email: tatou@tapatoru.org.nz
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Kia ora whānau!

I cannot believe that it is October already 
and there is only two months to Christmas. 
We walked into Farmers the other day to 
see a whole section of the store decked 
out with its Christmas decorations and 
products! 

Last month (September) we saw a number 
of our whānau  pass over. One in particular 
was Fran Whaitiri who died suddenly on the 
22nd September. Fran was a dear friend of 
ours. I had known Fran for over 40 years so 
the loss of her saddened me  intensely. Fran 
was a friend to many  of the older trans 
whānau and had lived most of her life with 
them.   Also   Whaea Wai (also known as 
Nanny Wai, Aunty Wai), regardless of what 
people called her, she was known as the 
grandmother of all people and was the kuia 
for the NZAF (New Zealand Aids Foundation). 
We also acknowledge Peter Taylor who was 
well known and respected in Auckland, and 
also the sad loss of a young person Simon 
Blomfield (Lady Penelope) who was taken 
suddenly as a result of a heart attack. It is 
a ‘sad’ issue to have so many people in our 
Tributes section, however we are honoured 
to share segments of their lives with you 
all in that we will remember them. To their 
partners, family, friends and communities, 
we express our sincere condolences.

It is timely that we acknowledge all the 
people who have been consistently 
supporting Tātou and contributing towards 
the content that we put together and we 
thank you all very much for your support 
and dedication to providing this material 
for our communities and the friends and 
whānau who support this work (kaupapa).

Tapatoru have been gifted  some old photos 
from our trans sisters and  whānau to  scan 
and archive. To date we have a sizeable 
collection from Peri’s aunty Moi Ihakara and 
we now have a collection of photos from 
Laureen who is Raylene’s sister. These are 
irreplaceable treasures of our people - our 
community and we are absolutely grateful 
for the generosity.

THE EDITORS

We invite any stories, articles, 
advertisements, or notices 
in our bi-monthly issues.

The next issue of Tatou is 
December 2013

 Nau Mai Haere Mai
Welcome!

Our email is 
                 info@tapatoru.org.nz
                   facebook: Tapatoru

_

Wellington’s Queer Avengers hosted the 
Beyond Conference at Wellington High 
School last weekend just gone (11-13 
October 2013), and I went to the opening to 
support our kapahaka group Tiwhanwhana 
at the powhiri (opening ceremony). It is 
always great to see so many new faces 
and the hope is that they take something 
positive and/or inspirational back with 
them as part of their nurturing.  
I recently went  down to visit a dear friend 
of ours in Christchurch for a few days as she 
hasn’t been well. I never went into the city 
centre and dedicated my few days to her 
and enjoyed the wee time together with 
her stunning whānau and friends.
Tapatoru (that’s Peri and I) have entered in 
the December IronMāori half ironman and 
our same team which consists of myself 
cycling , Sarah  swimming and Peri  running; 
is being held on the 7th December 2013 at 
Pandora Napier. Admittedly we have not 
been engaging in that much training and 
we are aware that the event is not too far 
away. We also entered into the IronMāori 
Duathlon in September however, due to Peri 
working and I was trying to shake the flu, 
we luckily had some IronMāori members 
who jumped in and saved the day for us - 
and did us proud! Thank you so much!
Tiwhanawhana, our local kapahaka group 
is practising for our next event which is 
in November at Te Papa. The group is 
exceptionally diverse and while it is ‘by 
community for community’ we have had 
some exciting korero (talk) about what we 
would like to consider as long term goals. 
One such goal (not set in concrete) is to 
consider competition kapahaka events and 
to think about the Outgames next year. All 
exciting stuff. 
We would like to invite any groups or 
communities who would like to share any 
notices - to come forward and use Tātou 
as an avenue to advertise your event, 
conference, hui, etc. We have a very large 
mailing list that reaches far and wide into 
groups and pockets of people - nau mai 
haere mai!
Peri had his graduation on the 21st 
September and  we had a lot of our local 
whānau who were only too happy to 
accompany us on the day. We had one 
aunty from Rotorua who caught the bus 
all the way down and back, to be with us 
on the day which is a huge honour. We had 
our uncle Eddie and his daughters attend 
on behalf of Peri’s whānau also and all our 
nearest and dearest as well as sponsors, 
mentors and ex-colleagues formed an 
awesome roopu for Peri on the day. This 
was the proudest moment for me  (outside 
of our wedding), to see my husband be 
rewarded for his hard work over the last 
three years (see feature story Pages 4-7).

Arohanui, Karen and Peri.

Top singer 
promised for 

Out in the 
Square

GayNZ.com
11th October 2013

Out in the Square is promising a 
celebration of marriage equality next 
January, which will feature “one of New 
Zealand’s favourite singers” and roll into 
a pair of parties.

The event which was established in 
1986 will return to its modern home of 
Civic Square on 18 January. Organisers 
say it will feature an as yet unnamed 
internationally successful act for the 
first time.

“Next year’s Fair will be bigger and 
better than ever, volunteers have been 
working hard all year to put together 
a day to remember and the Marriage 
Equality Bill is a great reason to 
celebrate being queer,” says Co-Chair of 
the Out in the Square Committee Greig 
Wilson.

The second Co-Chair Steven Mawhinney 
is encouraging people from across the 
country to make a weekend of it in 
Wellington, as Out in the Square will be 
followed by a Saturday night pool party 
and Sunday night after party, to make 
the most of the capital’s Anniversary 
Weekend.

“This is shaping up to be a weekend 
locals and visitors won’t want to miss,” 
Mawhinney says.

Stall applications are still open here  
and the Sponsor Liaison Team can be 
contacted here [http://outinthesquare.
wordpress.com/stalls/]

Extra volunteers will also be needed 
on the day, and you can email Out 
in the Square to show your interest 
[outinthesquarevolunteers@gmail.
com].



Ko wai au? Who am I? My name is 
Peri Te Wao, co founder of Tapatoru 
and Tātou. I am from the people of 
Te Arawa. I was born in Tauranga 
hospital and my first three years I 
was raised with my mum and dad 
and sisters in Te Puke. My mum 
died when I was about three years 
old and I lived for a short time 
with my paternal grandmother 
and then was whangai’d to my 
dad’s brother (the eldest of the 
family) and so went to live with 

“Milestones are a part of every 
person’s journey”
Peri Te Wao
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him and his wife at Hinemoa 
Point, Owhata, Rotorua. I grew 
up throughout Te Puke (Tapuika), 
Rotoiti (Ngati Pikiao), and Rotorua 
(Ngati Whakaue). For the last thirty 
one years I have called Wellington 
my home.
I never imagined just how challenging 
it can be to write about yourself; 
knowing that people around the globe 
will be reading this because I am (in 
all honesty) a very private person. 
For the past three years Karen and I 

have compiled Tātou with a dream 
to highlight and celebrate our Māori 
trans, and whānau and friends of our 
communities who support us. It truly is 
an honour to have our people feature 
in Tātou. Many of them have gifted 
a part of their lives to share with the 
world. That is something rarely done 
by our Māori trans, and the wider 
community and now it is my turn to 
share with you all especially the last 
three years.

Karen and I formed Tapatoru with the 
dream of one day providing a home 
for Māori trans, and the wider LGBTI 
community. The fact is we are an 
aging couple with no children and we 
know that one day one or both of us 
may end up in an aged care facility. 
Long story short, our long term vision 
is to one day provide a ‘place to call 
home’ for people like us, or within 
the LGBTI community. Furthermore 
we would like to provide a community 
that embraces our ideals around 
living safely, being happy and a part 
of a family and community. It just so 
happened that around that time when 
we were conceptualising Tapatoru, 
that a new nursing programme was 
established here in Wellington. It felt 
‘right’ to consider a career change 
toward nursing for me, with the vision 
of providing a safe place for our people. 
I was accepted into the second intake 
of the unique and newly established 

Photo above: L to R: Heather, Deena, 
Karen, Peri, Paula, & Uncle Eddie.
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Bachelor of Nursing Māori programme 
at Whitireia July 2010. 

Year one of the nursing programme was 
definitely a life changing experience. 
While I was totally inspired by the 
whole nursing career thing, I had not 
factored in the academic side of it all. 
I got a ‘wake-up ‘ call when I went to 
pick up my text books.....three of them 
were humungous books with screeds 
of small print. I felt defeated already 
by the sight of these books. However, 
the two years before I was sponsored 
by my employer to complete my 
Diploma in frontline management and 
then went on to complete my Diploma 
in Management Advanced. So I had to 
convince myself that I can do this and 
after about three weeks of my books 
sitting there unwrapped, I prized 
them open and slowly waved the 
pages open looking for the homework 
related topics. My class mates for the 
next three years were a good mixture 
of ages and backgrounds and I quickly 
found my niche group with similar 
study techniques. The tutors were the 
most knowledgeable people I knew and 
everything they said was like ‘gospel’ 
to me. I absolutely dreaded doing all 
the group and individual presentations 
and found myself almost passing out 
with anxiety when it was my turn to 
front the class. We started with seven 
guys in the class and it felt quite nicely 
balanced in Year one. Half way through 
that year, there were changes in 
staffing in tutors and leadership roles 
and that affected some people while 
others were resilient to change and 
kept striving on. My biggest loss though 
was in October of that year when my 
aunty Kura passed away. This was the 
only whānau tangi I attended during 
my entire studies. It affected me in 
knowing that she was at the top of my 
list to attend my graduation. Her entire 
family were so supportive of both 
Karen and I from the start in attending 

our wedding, working towards a family 
reunion in 2008 and always inviting us 
to celebrate events with their family. 
She was a beautiful, kind and gentle 
soul who reminded me of my dad and 
had a sharp wit about her that I enjoyed 
engaging in.  A huge loss however her 
family continues to include Karen and 
I in their family celebrations via Uncle 
Eddie and my five amazing cousins and 
their children.
In the second semester of Year One 
I/we participated in the 2nd Asia 
Pacific Outgames that was held in 
Wellington and thoroughly enjoyed 
been surrounded by colourful and 
inspiring people from around the 
world who converged for this sporting 
and human rights one week event. It 
was an opportune time to showcase 
Tapatoru and so Karen and I printed 
an inspirational promotional calendar; 
hosted a pool & BBQ event; presented 
at the Human Rights Conference; I 
participated in the Tennis event; we 
helped out/sponsor with the Hoea 
cultural event; and participated as part 
of Te Pae Arahi for the opening and 
closing ceremonies - and thoroughly 
enjoyed every moment. So although 
my second semester was a little 
pre-occupied with the fabulous 2nd 

Asia Pacific Outgames festivities, 
my studies continued without any 
setbacks. Another important event for 
me in Year one was admitting to myself 
and my class my incompetence when 
it came to reading. Who would have 
thought that reading was my achilles 
heel! Luckily the academic support 
services at Whitireia had the expertise 
to guide me through this issue and 
I was promptly and professionally 
diagnosed with Irlens syndrome. 
This means that I now wear glasses 
however a small price to pay for a life 
of academic achievement and career 
progression. To top if all off, Whitireia 
received funding to document Irlens 
and reading in a useful resource that is 
utilised in other tertiary establishments 
in the region and you might be able to 
google it titled: ‘cracking the reading 
code’ by akoaotearoa.ac.nz

Year two came around quicker than 
I expected and there was a definite 
‘shift’ in the style of teaching with 
a new tutor onboard for this part 
of the programme. Everything had 
moved up several notches in regard to 
expectations. I admit I found it all quite 
challenging and this included more 
clinical placements and yes, more 
presentations. With that said, overall 
my Year two training went without 
any glitches however it was apparent 
in this year that our class size and 
structure was changing as well. We 
lost some students through Year one 
and two and it did affect us personally, 
especially as you grew close (more as 
a whānau group than anything). We 
shared new additions (births among 
the group) and losses (tangi) and it 
felt special to be able to share these 

Photo above: L to R: Mark Sykes, Kevin Haunui, Karen, & Peri

Photo below: L to R: Graduates: Leonte, Alex, Peri, Zoe, Francess, & Courtney
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times as a class and whānau group. By 
the end of Year two, we had two guys 
left and the class size was in the mid 
20’s (we started with about 30). My 
level of confidence as a student nurse 
remained at a humble low as I was 
aware that my final year was where 
I really needed to build myself and 
at this particular point in time, I just 
needed to get through ‘this’ stage with 
good marks.
Year three came around as fast as Year 
two and it was a moment of pride and 
pressure really. Pride that I had reached 
this level and pressure that I needed 
to really pull my socks up and find 
that leadership trait that tutors kept 
talking about since Day one. Our new 
tutor for this part of the journey came 
from the Bachelor of Nursing Pacific 
stream. An absolute perfectionist in 
every sense of the word and I knew I 
was about to learn very quickly about 
applying skills into my clinical settings 
at a level that is safe and accurate. As 
a student you always have the safety 
net of others to rely on. In Year three 
it is the same but I needed to be a lot 
more confident and envisage myself as 
the nurse and communicate at a level 
that applied more critical thinking and 
importantly more reflection on my 
actions. Clinical placements took a 
lot of our time during Year three and 
my final placement - I was lucky to 
actually be placed in my first hospital 
ward setting where I literally hit the 
ground running. The final stages of 
Year three was rather stressful for me 
as it was preferred we did not work 
during our nine week final placement, 
so money was tight. I had worked 
every weekend and holidays during my 
training to help Karen who paid all the 
bills and rent  (in fact everything). Then 
during the end of this final clinical 
placement we also had to undergo an 
application process to apply for work 
as soon as we ended  our programme. 

This was daunting, because if you 
wanted to work in a hospital setting 
there was only one avenue to do this 
via NETP (Nursing Entry to Practice) 
selection process. Competition for a 
placement was tough because you 
were competing for a job against every 
other nurse throughout NZ (not to 
mention my own class mates). I applied 
for hospitals in Wellington, Auckland 
and Counties Manukau. It was a huge 
relief to be interviewed for all three, 
and receiving an offer of employment 
from my first option (Wellington). 
What was stressful was the fact that 
application for a NETP position was 
done and dusted, however the other 
most important component before 
you can be accepted to work as a 
registered nurse - was to sit and pass 
the State Finals Examinations. This was 
also done however the results had 
not been processed before all the job 
interviewing and letter of offer! What 
to do if I failed the State Final exams? 
All I could think about was notifying my 
employer “sorry I failed the exam, I’m 
going to have to return all the uniforms 
and ID cards”. I recall starting to feel 
very worried about it as I didn’t have 
a lot of time to process everything. 
You see, the results of the State Finals 
came out on a Friday morning and I 
had signed my letter of offer which 
had me starting on the Monday. 

During that weekend I was attending 
the NZNO (NZ Nurses Organisation) 
Annual General Hui at Pipitea Marae 
in Wellington. So the morning before 
heading to the hui, I was so frantic 
that I asked Karen to check my details 
online - and she did. I think her scream 
with delight was the indication for 
me to a) have a wee cry of relief and 
then b) have a wee panic that I started 
working as an RN on ‘Monday’. So she 
decided to come along with me to the 
Māori nurses hui and that particular 
morning, the Executive of this 
organisation asked all those who were 
notified this morning and ‘passed’ 
state finals to stand up. Now this is a 
marae filled with hundreds of people, 
Māori health professionals throughout 
NZ. It was a very proud moment for 
me, and looking around, I think there 
was one other Māori guy in the group - 
very proud moment! The remainder of 
that hui, lots of people came over and 
congratulated me and wanted to know 
where I was from etc. I made some 
great contacts that weekend.
Currently, I am employed on a one year 
contract with 6 North Ward, Wellington 
Hospital. This ward is a surgical ward 
in orthopaedics and urology. It was 
recently revamped and four extra beds 
added to take on medical patients as 
well. My orientation, I have asked 
for a little more orientation and my 
employers were happy to work with 
me on that and I start the postgraduate 
certificate via Victoria University of 
Wellington  next week (October). 
My graduation day was Saturday 21 
September and I was delighted to 
be able to have uncle Eddie and his 
daughters (my cousins) Deena, Paula 
and Heather there. I was very proud 
of my uncle who stood up to korero 
on behalf of everyone at the powhiri 
process - he was awesome! My aunty 

Photo above: L to R: Norman, Jeff, Kevin, Kathryn, Karen, Peri, Mark, Sarah, Sue, Catherine, 
Uncle Eddie. Front: Deena, Jessica, & Heather

Photo below: L to R: Karl, Ann, Karen, Peri, & Roger.
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Peri Te Wao (continued)

Marion from Rotorua got the bus all 
the way to Wellington and back - just 
to be with us both on our big day and 
we were honoured to have her there 
as part of my whānau who raised me 
from three years old.  Our respected 
friend within the nursing profession 
Fuimaono Karl Pulotu-Endemann, our 
life and sports coach for our IronMaori 
training Ann Bondy and Roger,  and 
many of our close friends, mentors, 
my employer, work colleagues, family, 
community, and sponsors (see photos 
on the right) were delighted to be there 
on the day to witness my graduation 
and to receive my RN status. 

I would like to extend to all those who 
have shared in my journey to become 
a nurse, my heartfelt thank you for 
your support. To all those who (like me 
have lost loved ones during this time), 
my aroha to you all. I also lost another 
dear aunty who was so very proud of 
what I was doing, Carmen Rupe. She 
too was on the top of my list at attend 
my graduation. I recall talking to her 
about a month before her passing. She 
told me about her younger days when 
she did some nursing training and how 
proud she was of me. Her last words 
were of advice in telling me to always 
respect our people and to treat them 
as your family - which are words of 
wisdom that I actually do. And this is 
a good time to say thank you to Karen 
for keeping our home and lifestyle safe 
and secure with her financial support 
and working for us both while I studied 
full time. Without her support, this 
would not have been possible and I 
share this success and the rewards 
with her.

Finally, I would like to say to anyone out 
there who is contemplating a career, or 
thinking about nursing as a profession - 
I say take it to the next level and ‘do it’. 
There is no better way for you to know, 
then to take the journey yourself. Be 
open to learning, and honest with 
yourself in your abilities and inabilities 
because only then can you seek the 
support and guidance you need to 
assure your success. To anyone who 
feels that they may be too old to start a 
new career - think again, as I celebrate 
my 50th birthday this year in my new 
role as an RN. 

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui
Peri Te Wao
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I first met Fran around 1970-71 when 
my parents bought the Sunset Strip in 
Wellington. At the time I was only 15 
and knew nothing of that world, none 
of us did. At the time Fran was a topless 
barmaid with Christine McAvoy. One of 
the first things mum did was say “if my 
girls are going to be topless they will 
be elegant doing it” so she made them 
beautiful long black dresses that were 
just cut under the bust. Trying to get 
Fran to wear her’s was very hard, as she 
thought it was way too good to wear 
working. I don’t think she had ever 
had anything so nice to wear, let alone 
to work, finally she gave in...I’m sure 
she hand washed it everyday and then 
she got another one as they did work 
six nights a week. Mum and dad also 
thought they would put new carpet in. 
Well, Fran was horrified, she would go 
around with a torch and tell everyone 
off if they dropped their cigarette butts 
on the floor and told them to start using 
the ashtrays and that the floor wasn’t 
one. She actually got quite stressed 
about it until mum said “what happens 
will happen.” Fran was concerned about 
everything been very clean, even asking 
for new mops saying “well how can you 
clean a floor with old mops.”
When I first went to the Sunset Strip, 
I spent about 2 months in the kitchen, 
looking out, as I didn’t want to be seen 
staring at anyone. Fran noticed this and 
said “come and sit by the bar” and she 
started introducing me to everyone and 
also explaining a lot of the intricacies 
of the Sunset Strip to me. Don’t forget, 
we knew nothing of that world; didn’t 
even know what the word ‘gay’ meant, 
let alone ‘transvestites’. We didn’t 
know why some of the girls keep going 
out and coming back in or why when 
we would help clean the next day, we 
would find wallets hidden. There were 
a lot of questions that we asked and 
Fran very kindly did her best to help 
answer them.
As I got braver, we started mixing with 
everyone and drinking. Then one night 
Fran told me I had ‘had enough to 
drink’.  Well me been a cheeky 16 year 

A tribute to 
Francis  (Fran) Grace  Whaitiri 

 4 July 1951 - 22 September 2013

old by then said “you can’t tell me how 
much I can drink....I’m going to see 
mum”. So I went and saw mum and 
she just said “if Fran said you have had 
enough, you have had enough. Now go 
and apologise.” That was something I 
wasn’t good at (at the time), but I did  
and from then on, when Fran said I had 
enough well I knew I had had enough 
and all of us kids learnt that lesson very 
quickly. Fran always kept an eye out for 
us, made sure we didn’t talk to anyone 
we shouldn’t and also that we never 
got into trouble. 
My brother Graham and I were talking 
about Fran after she passed and we 
both were saying how sometimes she 
would make us sit in a corner where 
mum couldn’t see us and make us 
drink water or coffee until we were 
in a better state for mum to see us; 
so that mum wouldn’t get stressed 
about us. Fran become like an older 
sister who always looked out for us. 
She very quickly become a member of 
our extended family. She worked for 
mum and dad from day one until we 
sold the Sunset Strip 10 years later. 
Actually, Fran was on the bar the night 
we finally got raided (10 years of trying) 
anyway the cop found the whiskey, but 
couldn’t turn it off. He asked Fran to, 
and her comment was “you turned it 
on. You turn it off.” The copper ended 
up covered in whiskey. The Sunset 
Strip was very much a family and most 
of Fran’s friends were from that time. 
You couldn’t get a more loyal or stand 
up friend than Fran. Nearly every time 
I came back to NZ, I tried to make time 
to catch up with her. I would always 

have to bring back photos for her (of 
our kids), because (to her) they were 
part of her family. I know she really 
did miss her own family in Bluff and 
always talked about moving back one 
day. Sometime after we left she started 
working for Ruth Trent and became 
part of Ruth & Warren’s family. Fran 
enjoyed watching the sailing and when 
Team New Zealand lost the America’s 
Cup I  actually thought to myself, “lucky 
Fran wasn’t alive to see that, she would 
have been devastated.” It’s funny the 
things that you think about. I know I 
wouldn’t be the person I am without 
Fran’s influence over the years. Her and 
mum were very close and I think she 
was mum’s defender, making sure she 
didn’t get too stressed about us kids. 
There were four of us and we weren’t 
angels. I think Fran took it upon herself 
to give mum one less thing to worry 
about.
I did see Fran when I was back this year.  
Dana took me around to see her and I 
was very pleased that I had made the 
time. I was of course devastated when 
Dana rang me with the news. Fran was 
always one of the people that I thought 
would always be around. She hated 
having a fuss made over her. She was 
always there in the background though, 
didn’t like large gatherings, but would 
go to smaller ones and only for people 
that meant a lot to her. 
I don’t want to sound as though I am 
rambling on, but Fran has affected a lot 
of people’s lives and she would be very 
surprised about how many of us cared 
a lot about her and how she will be 
missed by so many. 
Fran we loved you & we will miss you. 
We will always  talk about you to keep 
you in our memories & we all have 
stories to tell about you. Sorry but you 
can’t tell us off anymore...though you 
will most probably come & haunt us 
for talking about you & I promise not to 
show any photos.
Karen Bates-Timbs
xxxxxxxxx



TATOU-

www.tapatoru.org.nz               OCTOBER 2013 Page 9
TRIBUTES

Aunty Wai
a very personal tribute

GayNZ.com
1st October 2013
By Jordan Harris

Whaea Wai, Nanny Wai, Aunty Wai, 
regardless of what people called her, 
she was known as the grandmother of 
all people.
I first met her when I was 16 years 
old; lost, homeless and throwing my 
life away. She showed me that my life 
was important, that I had a place on 
this land and that I was loved. Over the 
years, I have seen her do the same to 
many others who came out after me. 
Aunty Wai always stood for inclusion 
and acceptance.
She fell in love with our colourful 
diverse community and we fell in love 
with her.  Aunty Wai was involved with 
the NZAF for over 20 years.  As an AIDS 
Awareness Advocate, she saw a need, 
she saw a community who needed love 
and support, at a time when there was 
little.
She never missed a Big Gay Out and 
could often be seen sitting amongst the 
crowds watching the stage.  Aunty Wai 
liked herself a show and tomorrow night 
our communities will be performing for 
her one more time.  
The NZ AIDS Foundation will be taking 
our community onto the marae, 
everyone is welcome, meet at Te Unga 
Waka Marae 1 Clyde Street, Epsom, 
Auckland, 5.30pm Tuesday 01 October.
E te mareikura haere atu ra kei runga i 
nga parirau o nga manu kaitiaki ki tua o 
te arai. Moe mai e te Whaea Aunty Wai, 
i nga ringaringa o to tatou matua o te 
rangi. E moe, e moe, e moe.
- Jordan Harris. Project Manager 
Community Engagement and Kaiarahi for 
the NZ AIDS Foundation.

A tribute to 
Faith Christine Takuwai Makiri Mason 

Aunty Wai Mason
1943 - 2013

Aunty Wai 
laid to rest at 
Waikumete

GayNZ.com
3rd October 2013

‘Aunty’ Wai Mason was buried late 
yesterday afternoon after a three-
day tangi held at Auckland’s Te 
Unga Waka marae.
Mason, who had been on dialysis 
treatment for some time, was 
kaumatua to the NZ AIDS Foundation, 
an organisation she had been involved 
with for over two decades.
Among the groups to pay their respects 
was a large contingent from the glbti 
and HIV communities which was 
welcomed onto the marae on Tuesday 
afternoon. In heartfelt and passionate 
korero speakers, who included Richard 
Tankersley and Levi Bristow, spoke of 
her directness when important things 
like safe sex needed to be discussed. 
“She didn’t stand on ceremony, 
she just told it like it was,” said 
Tankersley.
Mason was also remembered as 
readily embracing those from the 
glbti communities. “She didn’t 
care whether you were gay or 
straight or whatever you were in 
life, she saw into your heart. We 
were all her mokopuna.”
It was Mason’s home marae, Te 

Unga Waka in Epsom, which hosted 
many HIV/AIDS hui right from the early 
days of the HIV epidemic when many 
organisations turned away from those 
infected or those struggling to come 
to terms with the out of control and 
deadly epidemic. Mason’s involvement 
with HIV matters grew from that start.
In a small gesture of special respect the 
glbti speakers held a rakau korero, or 
talking stick, which was presented to 
the gay communities by a Northland 
marae. Mason had been part of the 
group which had accepted it on the 
communities’ behalf. It was eventually 
named, by a group which convened in 
Wellington, Te Ahi Kaaroa.
On the second night of the tangi, in 
accordance with Aunty Wai’s wishes 
that there be some kind of a show to 
counterpoint the solemnity of the 
occasion, a small but loud and lively 
drag show was performed in the late 
evening. Pacific Island and Maori 
performers presented traditional 
cultural dances and Cindy of Samoa 
belted out a series of rousing gay 
anthems.
As the tangi drew to a close Mason 
was finally farewelled late yesterday 
afternoon and her casket was 
transported to Waikumete Cemetery 
where she was laid to rest in the Maori 
area of the grounds.
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GayNZ.com
15th September 2013
By Joe Lim & Jay Bennie

Peter Taylor will be remembered 
for setting a positive example 
of how to deal with debilitating 
illness and inevitable death, and for 
celebrating life with good cheer and 
determination.
Growing up on a dairy farm near 
Whangarei, and a middle class family 
Peter Taylor’s childhood was not always 
perfect and was occasionally difficult. 
Labelled a ‘softie’, he was not interested 
in the conventional boys’ interests such 
as cars and bikes. His parents divorced 
when he was thirteen, and as the oldest 
of the three children he was responsible 
for looking after the family including his 
two younger sisters. “Peter has a good 
sense of responsibilities”, says one sister, 
Yvonne Godfrey. “Peter was amazingly 
protective of me and Katie, and the 
most wonderful and protective brother 
from an early age.” Taylor and Yvonne 
moved to another farm with their father.

Peter at two 
and a half 
years old.

Living on a farm allowed Taylor to find 
and developed his interest in horses, 
which would later see him become an 
international equestrian rider, coach, 
trainer and manager. He even had a 
riding uniform before he actually owning 
a horse. He used to run behind horses, 
Yvonne recalls, because he loved them so 
much. His parents bought Taylor his first 
pony, named Prince. His love for horses 
allowed him to temporarily escape from 
the difficult family relationship, and he 
seemed achieve a sense of peace and 
serenity when he was riding.

A tribute to 
Peter Taylor

1953 - 2013
In Taylor’s teenage years his kind and 
friendly nature led him to him befriend 
people from many walks of life. Like 
many gay New Zealand men in the 
1970s he headed for Sydney. Elaine 
Saunders, whom he met 42 years ago 
in a Sydney hospitality school, describes 
the then young Taylor as “cheeky and 
mischievous, and he has this weird sense 
of humour”. Saunders also noted at the 
This Is Your Life tribute two weeks ago 
that Taylor is a “very special person” to 
her, and at one stage she even thought 
Taylor is “going to be the one for me.” 
For now-obvious reasons that was not 
going to happen.

A LASTING INFLUENCE
“Peter has been an outstanding and 
unique friend who has broadened my 
knowledge and life, teaching me to be 
grateful and accept life with no surprises 
about what you get,” said Saunders. 
Getting to know her gay friend changed 
her originally conservative perspective 
and thinking, Saunders says, and taught 
her to love friends as they are.

Taylor’s ability to transform and to 
influence people’s perspectives on life 
often left a lasting impression on the 
people around him. Larry Quickenden, 
who also met Taylor in that same 
hospitality school in Sydney suggests 
one possible explanation of Taylor’s 
drag name Vera could be found in the 
soothing nature of Aloe Vera, which 
cures and soothes wounds and injuries. 
Taylor, Quickenden says, had such a 
soothing and calming nature.

But alongside Taylor’s soothing, 
happy-go-lucky nature, he was also a 
strong-willed and determined person, 
as displayed through his career as a 
successful equestrian rider and coach. 
He first competed for New Zealand in 
Holland in the qualifying rounds leading 
up to the 1980 Moscow Olympics. But 
when Fez, the horse Taylor competed 
on, contracted incurable osteomyelitis 
Taylor had to withdraw three days out 

from the competition. Fez was put down 
three weeks after that. “I had to put 
down my beloved horse and my dream 
and learn the hard lesson that grief is 
not a destination but a process,” Taylor 
later recalled.

In 1991 Taylor trained and managed 
the Canadian equestrian gold medalist 
Nick Holmes-Smith for the Pan America 
Games. He then worked with the 
Canadian Olympic three day team, 
as the stables/ operations manager 
and was then appointed as the team’s 
assistant manager at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics.

FATE TAKES A HAND
Life can make sharp turns without 
anyone foreseeing or even noticing at 
the time, and Taylor’s life was about to 
be radically altered by, of all things, one 
tiny sandfly

At the Barcelona Olympics Taylor was 
unknowingly infected with Visceral 
Leishmaniasis Donnovanni, a disease 
transmitted by a type of sandfly. It’s 
a serious illness that usually kills by 
destroying the bone marrow within 
twenty months. Combined with his HIV 
infection it meant that for the rest of 
his life Taylor was to increasingly spend 
much of his energy and drive trying to 
defeat this ferocious tag-team that was 
attacking him from within.

In 1994 Taylor managed and coached the 
Canadians at the world championships 
in Holland. Paige Wilde, a former team 
member of the Canadian equestrian 
team says Taylor was an “amazing coach 
and mentor.” She says he provided her 
with “peaceful tranquility” that allowed 
her to perform and live life to the fullest.

Another of Taylor’s former team-mates, 
Lorraine Laframboise, also expressed 
the fact that Taylor was a good mentor 
and teacher. “I know you are going to 
be there for me, as you have always 
been”, said the tearful Laframboise in 
her recorded video for Taylor during 
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the tribute dinner. Taylor’s personal 
philosophies in coaching the riders had 
been a vital lesson for the team, she 
said.

“When I was teaching Olympic riders, 
I wasn’t teaching them how to ride... 
I was teaching them to believe they 
could win,” Taylor once said. “I was 
teaching them confidence and self-
belief... with self-awareness comes 
power, enormous power. Absolutely 
beyond what you would normally be 
able to do... and that just comes from 
life experience, self-examination, 
education and self-critique”,

Taylor’s broad experience and skills 
developed from the equestrian field 
also saw him taking up the position as 
the executive director at the Auckland 
International Three Day event in 1993, 
and he then went on to stage the 
Manukau Show jumping Festival in 
1994.

THE DOROTHY YEARS
But his equestrian pursuits were only 
part of his portfolio of achievements. 
While in Australia he founded a 
successful catering business Madigan’s 
Kitchen in Sydney. After leaving the 
equestrian scene, he ventured into 
the hospitality industry, in which he 
co-founded and was the head chef of 
noted downtown Auckland restaurant 
Le Brie. He was one of the co-founders 
of the gay Urge Bar on Karangahape 
Road in 1995. And he went on to create 
the iconic and greatly missed Surrender 
Dorothy bar on Ponsonby Road.

Paul Heard, a current co-owner of Urge 
Bar, says he is privileged to have known 
Taylor for a long time, feeling that Taylor 
was always a positive model as well as 
having given people motivation all his 
life. Heard believes Taylor’s positive 
attitude to life was “a good lesson for 
us all”

Gwen Lane, who travelled all the way 
from Melbourne to attend the recent 
This Is Your Life tribute to Taylor, knew 
Taylor from 2007 when she became 
a regular at Surrender Dorothy. She 
regarded Taylor as such an inspirational 
figure that he was invited to be a 
witness at her wedding.

With Taylor’s health taking a sharp dive 
in recent years, his ability to commit 
boundless energy and focus to his 
projects lessened. When lease issues 

saw the end of Surrender Dorothy he 
retaliated with Dot’s Sister just a block 
away. Sadly, it never quite became 
as successful as its predecessor. One 
final burst of entrepreneurial energy 
saw it replaced with Dot’s on Symonds 
street, but by now he was unable to 
concentrate both on his health and a 
business. “It was one place - especially 
since it was mine - which made people 
feel included,” Taylor recalled when 
that too closed and he had to face the 
reality of declining health exacerbated 
by almost total hearing loss and 
greatly diminished eyesight. “I miss 
the interaction with people. I don’t go 
out a lot now,” he said in 2003. “With 
my hearing aids, being in bars is very 
difficult. Hearing aids pick up all sound, 
so conversation with an individual 
is very difficult in a crowded area.” 
Cochlear implants, in which hearing 
aids were wired through plugs in his 
head into his auditory system, were 
surgically inserted through his skull but 
the result was far from normal hearing.

VERA AND MISS BRAZIL
Along the way Taylor became very 
passionate about drag performance. It 
would have to be said that he was not 
a classically skilled performer but he 
had energy and a style all his own and 
that counted for a lot. However, in 2007 
he created a drag tour de force. Hardly 
able to hear the music and unable to 
see much more than a couple of inches 
in front of his face, something most of 
the audience was totally aware of, he 
took to the stage of that year’s Queen 
of the Whole Universe pageant. His 
exuberant and entertaining personality 
shone through and he was a standing 
ovation-earning crowd-pleaser. The 
judges were impressed too and he won 
the pageant against stiff competition.

Taylor was now the only person in 
the world still living with HIV and 
leishmaniasis in his 11th year of 
infection. He had endured more than 
700 doses of chemotherapy within 
eleven years. It was the leishmaniasis 
and the repeated exposure to the rigid 
regime of chemotherapy that rendered 
him partially blind and severely deaf.

Taylor’s infectious diseases specialist, 
Professor Mark Thomas of Auckland 
Public Hospital and the University of 
Auckland, has likened his patient to 
Napolean in that until the end became 

totally inescapable he fought for his life, 
and never gave up on himself. At the 
tribute function Thomas recalled that 
Taylor has always known what he wants 
and what he needs to do to achieve it, 
and that included his proactive stance 
on his own treatment and condition. 
“Pete taught me about determination, 
tolerating tough life, optimism and 
generosity,” said Thomas.

“I think it is about positive thinking, 
taking responsibility, and reducing any 
bitterness and blame in your life. You 
can’t have negatives in your body that 
will feed the illness”, Taylor himself 
has said. He titled a book about his 
life experiences and philosophy Don’t 
Postpone Joy - a Life of Purpose and 
Passion.

THE LOVE OF HIS LIFE
Sometimes toughness and rough 
patches in life are only made endurable 
by unconditional love and support from 
loved ones. Taylor is no exception. 
Rodney Coleman, his partner for the 
last eight years, was one of the primary 
reasons Taylor says he put up with this 
condition. In a tearful acknowledgement 
at the tribute he said of Coleman: 
“He’s my hero, he’s my saint. I am 
absolutely blessed with unconditional 
love, kindness, compassion… I am very 
fortunate.”

“There is a reason to keep living,” he 
added. “Maybe your passion comes first 
and then the purpose comes after that 
but you have to have a reason for why 
you get out of bed everyday. If I didn’t 
have the love of my partner I think I 
would have given up because there are 
times when it is overwhelming.”

Taylor remained cheerful throughout 
the tribute but his gaunt and frail 
appearance, despite the boost of a 
blood transfusion a couple of days 
earlier, was worrying to all who 
attended. As he had planned to do, he 
stopped all medications the moment 
the tribute was over and declined 
all further medical interventions. He 
faced death as he had faced life... 
with a positive spirit, determination 
and self-control. And just a little bit of 
showmanship.

Peter Taylor was one of a kind. He was 
inspirational. And he was a terrific man 
to know. Not bad for an ‘unconventional’ 
kid from the back blocks of Whangarei.
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Packed gathering farewells Lady Penelope
GayNZ.com
15th August 2013 

Simon Blomfield was this afternoon 
remembered as “flamboyant, colourful 
and larger than life” by family and 
friends who gathered this afternoon 
for his emotional funeral service.

Blomfield, who performed in Auckland 
as his drag persona Lady Penelope, died 
of a heart attack at home last Thursday, 
aged 38.

His family remembered a child for 
whom “life was like a play and the world 
was his stage.” Born in Christchurch, 
one of seven children, he moved to 
Auckland in 1976 at the tender age of 
two. Even then, the packed gathering at 
St Matthew’s In The City heard, he was 
different from other children. Celebrant 
Keith King raised a laugh when he noted 
how at school when the youngsters took 
off their shoes there would be a row 
of little children’s shoes and one pair 
of knee-high white boots, sometimes 
accompanied by a white veil.
Learning difficulties in his younger 

years meant Blomfield struggled with 
writing and speaking but this was more 
than compensated for his visual skills. 
He was a gifted artist, producing a 
string of sketched images - particularly 
of glamorous and exotically dressed 
women. He could remember places 
he had visited while as young as two 
years old due to his remarkable visual 
memory.

An uncle remembered how he “loved 
the dramatic” and how he would stage 
dramatic entrances.

“For as long as I can remember he loved 
to dress up,” a sister, Melissa, said. He 
had once texted a friend from a bridal 
gown shop, saying “I am in heaven!” 

But for all his dramatic ways Blomfield 
could be “almost painfully shy” with 
a “subdued and kind side to his 
personality.”

Mother Barbara and sister Melissa

Occasionally he could be sharp-
tongued, as when a group of children 
were gathered at his childhood home 
and were trying to think of games to 
play. Simon, who did not appreciate 
their presence, immediately suggested: 
“How about playing ‘Go home, Stay 
home.’”

In Auckland he gravitated to 
Karangahape Road and created his drag 
persona, Lady Penelope, a larger than 
life personality with “a killer walk.”

Recalling a darker moment it was 
noted that leaving Karangahape Road 
to go home one night he was set upon 
by thugs and severely beaten. It was 
later discovered that his jaw had been 
completely broken in the attack but 
he had endured the pain silently and 

stoically.

Blomfield’s uncle noted that his nephew 
and god-child “found employment 
wasn’t easy” but eventually settled into 
a job where his employers appreciated 
and accommodated his skills and 
personality. As a long-serving employee 
they had just given him a trip to 
Queenstown as an expression of their 
appreciation of him. He died before he 
could take the trip. And, likewise,  after 
winning a holiday in Sydney he died just 
as his passport was being arranged. 

A close friend said Blomfield accepted 
“people of all backgrounds and creeds 
without malice or judgement.” With 
tears in his eyes he observed that 
“Goodbye is hard to say when you’re 
not ready to farewell someone.”

After thanking all his family and friends 
for their support since her son’s sudden 
death, his mother, Barbara, said that 
without that support she would have 
found the grief unbearable. With tears 
in her eyes she said that “life was not 
always easy for Simon... society’s 
expectations were unyielding when it 
came to someone who was outside the 
norm... Rest in peace my child.”

Tuesday nights 
from 6.30pm 

at 
NZPC, 4th Floor, 

204 Willis Street, Wellington
Tiwhanawhana proudly supports the 
LGBTI community and their events  in 
providing cultural and whanau support. 
Every year is filled with amazing events 
and experiences as a roopu. Join us and 
be a part of something fun and unique.

Kevin Haunui
kevinhaunui@gmail.com

Nau Mai - Haere Mai
Welcome



under the public health system.
Dr. Wilsher says the issue of access 
to top surgery would be part of the 
discussion.

Jones is the only surgeon in Auckland 
currently carrying out the procedure 
under the public health system and has 
been pivotal in providing the Auckland 
trans* and gender diverse communities 
access to such a vital service.

“At the moment, we do not have a 
joined-up pathway and we need to try 
to overcome that,” she says. “I know 
members of our trans* communities 
feel their specific needs have been 
neglected and I can appreciate why 
they feel this way.

“By working in partnership, we have 
the best chance of finally having issues 
around access to healthcare services 
addressed in a sustainable way.”
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www.gayexpress.co.nz
7th October 2013
By Sarah Murphy

Two senior officers in the Auckland 
District Health Board (ADHB) have 
recognised the growing need for 
specific and targeted services for 
the trans* and gender diverse 
communities within the Auckland 
Sexual Health Services, saying they will 
lead a regional discussion about these 
issues.

An informal meeting was held today, 
7 October 2013, between Roxanne 
Peoples-Henare and Racheal McGonigal 
of the Group Transsexuals of New 
Zealand, and Margret Wilsher and 
Sue Waters, Chief Medical Officer and 
Chief Professional Health Officer of the 
ADHB, to discuss the future of trans* 
and gender diverse health services.

“Both Roxanne and I felt it was a 
very open and honest meeting with 
clear desire to find what is best for 
the Transsexual and Transgender 
community,” says McGonigal.

The meeting comes only days after 
Dr Nicky Perkins, Clinical Director of 
Auckland Sexual Health, informed 
the community with deep regret that 
the trans* clinic within the Auckland 
Sexual Health Services (ASHS) has been 
temporarily suspended until further 
notice. ASHS will not be able to manage 
any more new trans* referrals; those 
who are currently being managed by 
ASHS will still continue to receive their 
treatment(s).

McGonigal says: “We acknowledged 
there was no blame to be found or sort. 
The ADHB, through structural changes, 
acknowledged they had let things to do 
with gender services go off the boil, but 
both Margret and Sue clearly showed 
they wanted to get it going and back on 
track again.”

“They definitely recognise the growing 
need through ASHS figures for specific 
gender services.”

“There will be no short term easy quick 
fix but something solid needs to be put 
in place and this will take time. Their 

The ADHB Speak Out on the Future 
of Trans* Health Services

first need is to have the discussion 
between the three DHB’s (Auckland, 
Waitemata and presumably Counties 
Manukau), hopefully by Christmas,” she 
says.

It is hoped that the discussion will help 
them to ascertain how and if they can 
work together to provide services and 
what type of services they can provide, 
Dr Wilsher acknowledged that this may 
include educating GP’s on trans* issues.
The ADHB have released a statement 
following the meeting confirming that 
they will lead a regional discussion 
about health service provision for 
members of the trans* and gender 
diverse communities.

Dr Wilsher says the ADHB recognised 
there were gaps in the way care was 
currently provided to trans* patients 
and that there was a need for a more 
comprehensive, integrated service. She 
says it would be critical for the trans* 
gender diverse communities to be 
included in the discussion so their views 
were represented in service design.

“The first step is for us (ADHB) to initiate 
a discussion with the other DHB’s in the 
northern Region to ascertain whether 
they also feel there is a need for a 
regional service,” she says.

“In concert with those discussions, we 
will also engage the Ministry of Health 
to ensure our approach in the Northern 
Region is aligned with that of other 
regions.

“Once we have clarity on that, I would 
expect that in the New Year we can 
begin drawing on international evidence 
about the best models of care. That will 
inform our options for service design.

“However, I am very clear that these 
discussions will need to include the 
trans* and gender diverse communities. 
This has to be a partnership approach 
and we are very genuine about working 
together to get the best outcomes.”

This comes less than a month after 
Auckland surgeon, Wayne Jones, 
revealed that due to an increase in 
workload he can no longer provide 
trans* and gender diverse patients with 
chest reconstruction surgery covered 

PFlag Palmerston North
(Parents Family and Friends 

of Lesbians and Gays)

If you are thinking about 
coming along to just see what 
its all about - please do, we 
would love to see you. 

Because of the interest that is 
being shown, we are looking 
at having bi-monthly meetings. 
So the next meeting will be in 
November.

Contact Details 
Mary White   

email: pflag@inspire.net.nz
www.facebook.com/

pflagPalmerstonNorth
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Thrill-seeker died on 
mountain adventure 

www.stuff.co.nz
3rd September 2013
By Kay Blundell

Tributes are pouring in for vivacious, 
thrill-seeking, highly respected New 
Zealand television director Caroline 
Johnstone who plunged more than 
150 metres to her death at Whakapapa 
skifield at the weekend. 

The 44-year old Te Horo, Kapiti, 
woman’s civil union partner, Chrissie 
Lahood, was on the mountain with her 
on Saturday when Johnstone went off 
to find her snowboard. It had slid away 
about 12.30pm. 

Telling her partner of 11 years she 
would meet her at the car park, Lahood 
skied down and waited. 

After about half an hour she saw a 
helicopter go up, went to the medical 
centre and heard the devastating news. 

Johnstone fell 15m before tumbling a 
further 150m after straying beyond a 
marked trail in an area known as the 
Ampitheatre, which was signposted off. 

Lahood and Johnstone have two sons 
aged 21 and 23. 

Johnstone worked as a freelance 
television director, mainly for Top Shelf 
Productions. 

Her partner described her as a surfer, 
scuba diver, “real keen snowboarder, 
total adventure-seeking thrill seeker, 
never-stopped-for-a-minute kind of 
person, if it was possible to be done she 
did it, she wanted to do everything, an 
extremist in a lot of ways”. 

Watching a video of extreme sports 
with her recently of people doing 
“insane” things, Lahood said. 

“She wanted to do every one of those. 
She had the daredevil level 
of a teenage boy. She was 
insanely vivacious and 
completely irreverent.” 

Top Shelf producer Debra 
Kelleher said her friends and 
colleagues were devastated. 

“It is a huge shock. She was 
extremely current in her 
understanding of the industry, 

someone always willing to take others 
under her wing with great enthusiasm, 
positivity, was extremely funny, loud, 
opinionated and headstrong but also 
incredibly loving and caring. 

“She was wonderful to be around, 
had huge energy and commitment to 
whatever she engaged in. She was an 
amazing woman and had an incredible 
joy for life and living which makes her 
untimely death even more tragic. 

“And she was a bloody amazing 
director,” Kelleher said. 

Last week Johnstone was in the middle 
of post-production on two corporate 
projects and pre production on a 
documentary. 

She had just completed a pilot for the 
series The Wild Food Challenge. 

Johnstone first worked with Top Shelf as 
a director on Series 1 of The Inspectors 
in 2005 and on the series Nailed Sorted 
Exposed. 

Since then she has directed many 
projects for Top Shelf including Change 
for the Better, The Incredible Years 1 & 
2, Victim Information, and various short 
documentary projects for the Ministry 
of Justice. 

She was also a field director on Brunch, 
Six Moments of History and recently 
The Drowsy Driving DVD. 

She also directed the self-funded 
documentary, The Drag Kings. 

Johnstone’s sister and father are flying 
out from England for her funeral service 
which is being held at Te Horo on Friday. 
CAROLINE JOHNSTONE: Her family 
selected this photo to use in the funeral 
programme, her stepdaughter Scarlett 
Moody said. 

Trans prisoners 
need access to 

HRT - group
GayNZ.com
5th August 2013
A student-run justice advocacy group 
is welcoming the government’s 
impending improvements to trans 
prison policy, but says access to HRT is 
among other issues which need to be 
dealt with.
Cabinet has signed off on changes 
which will allow both new and existing 
prisoners to be able apply at any time 
to the Corrections Chief Executive for 
placement in a prison “where they 
identify with the gender of that prison.”
Auckland University’s student run pro 
bono Equal Justice Project released a 
report earlier this year stating the rights 
of trans prisoners were being ignored 
by Corrections policy. 
It says the policy change is a positive 
development for transgender prisoners 
in New Zealand.
However the group agrees with lawyer 
and trans advocate Kelly Ellis that there 
are still some issues to be ironed out.
The Equal Justice Project points out 
trans people in prison still face legal and 
administrative obstacles regarding the 
recognition of their preferred gender 
in official documents, such as birth 
certificates. 
“We therefore urge further change to 
the new policy so that the placement 
of transgender prisoners without 
an updated birth certificate is not 
contingent upon the Chief Executive’s 
discretion,” the group says.
It also believes there is more to be 
done to ensure transgender prisoners 
are treated with dignity, respect and 
equality. It cites the example of access 
to medical treatment, such as hormone 
replacement therapy.
“Nevertheless, we commend the 
Department of Corrections for displaying 
a willingness to engage with some of 
the issues transgender prisoners face 
– issues that have necessitated a new 
approach to correctional norms.
“Public discussion will give rise to greater 
understanding of these issues and the 
need for further reform. An open and 
inclusive dialogue is 
essential if New Zealand 
is to demonstrate its 
continued commitment 
to human rights.”
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GayNZ.com
16th August 2013
By Jacqui Stanford

Auckland theatre stalwart Roy Ward is 
having fun transforming himself into 
the Quentin Crisp, bringing the divisive 
gay eccentric (and his filthy apartment) 
to stage in his nonagenarian glory. As 
much as it’s plenty of fun, Ward says 
Crisp is also a part of our history that he 
wants people to have a sense of.

Ward found the script for Resident Alien 
about ten years ago and fell in love with 
it. Written by Tim Fountain, it’s based 
on Crisp’s own life and writings, and is 
set in New York – featuring Crisp at the 
ripe age of 90.

“It’s about his philosophy and guides 
on self-fulfilment and being your own 
person,” Ward says. “There’s a kind of 
gentle philosophy that runs through 
it that’s very surprising. But it’s very 
funny. It’s full of his kind of wit and 
humour.”

Crisp came of age in London in the 
1920s, an era when being openly gay 
was especially dangerous. He worked 
as a rent boy, then spent three decades 
as a life model before penning his 
autobiography The Naked Civil Servant, 
which led to a hugely popular television 
adaptation and thrust Crisp into the 
international spotlight.

At an age when many people move to 
nursing homes, he moved to New York 
and became the ‘Resident Alien’ of the 
play’s title, up until he died in 1999.
One of the key factors which drew Roy 
Ward to the play was that Crisp made 
a life for himself against the odds, 
from not particularly promising raw 
material. “He grew up, came out and 
was a rent boy on the streets of London 
in the 20s and 30s. It was a very hostile 
environment obviously and he chose to 

be himself at a time when it was very 
difficult to do that.”

Ward thought the timing was right to 
perform Resident Alien in Auckland, 
one reason being he suspects a lot 
of people now don’t even know who 
Crisp was. He hopes to draw a mixed 
audience to The Basement Studio for 
the August 20-14 run, and would love 
young people to come along to see 
what they make of Crisp.

“He’s quite divisive,” Ward explains. 
“In his time he was despised by the 
gay community as much as loved by 
them. He said a lot of things which are 
out of kilter with what we might think 
now, but he’s such an individual. And 
such a product of his time. I think he’s 
inspiring.”

Crisp did terrible things, Ward points 
out, like saying “AIDS was a fad”, but 
then we found out after he died he 
had been secretly donating money to 
HIV causes. As Ward puts it: “He’s a big 
bundle of contradiction.”

Roy Ward is the 
former Associate 
Director of 
Auckland Theatre 
Company, and has 
many productions 
to his name. His 
most recent was 
the acclaimed 
Black Faggot, by 
Victor Rodger, 

which played at The Basement earlier 
this year and won four Auckland 
Fringe Awards including Best Theatre 
Production –and had a highly-impressed 
GayNZ.com Editor Jay Bennie raving.

Resident Alien is the first solo show of 
Ward’s 30-year acting career, meaning 
he will not have other actors on stage to 
play off. However that fits, as the piece 
is of course, “all about Quentin”. 

The biggest challenge he has getting 
into character is that Crisp was 90 at 
the time the play is set. The raconteur’s 
distinctive image helps, as when 
Ward puts on the neckerchief and hat 
“Quentin starts to emerge”. 

The particular and elegant Crisp 
language also helps the actor channel 

Channelling Crisp 
him, although deciding how far to go 
with the voice has been a task. “At the 
age of 90 he was really quite decrepit 
and croaky … he was still touring and 
doing shows and as public as he could 
be, but his voice was a bit rough. Mine 
is a bit croaky as I have had a really bad 
flu, which seems to be helping – I’ve 
aged horribly!” Ward jokes.

The timing of the marriage equality law 
coming into effect the day before the 
show opens is perfect in Ward’s mind. 
“I’m really intrigued to think what 
Quentin Crisp would have made of gay 
marriage. I think he would have been 
quite bewildered and possibly quite 
disinterested and even quite negative 
about it. He actually talks a lot about 
marriage in the play … and he’s quite 
scathing.”

Ward believes Crisp’s ‘defensive pose 
against the world’ came because he was 
a product of his time. However he says 
such feelings about marriage resonate 
with others - he included. “It wasn’t at 
the top of my list,” he explains. “As much 
as I support it, it’s about the freedom to 
choose. It’s not important to me to have 
the state recognise my relationship, 
because I’ve gone from the time when 
it was completely illegal. And of course 
to actually survive and live a decent life 
you actually have to say ‘this doesn’t 
matter, I don’t care what the state 
thinks.’ For us to be turning around 
now and wanting full equality, it makes 
sense, but I don’t think it resonates 
with the older generation quite the 
same way it seems to be important for 
younger people.”

All the more reason for the younger 
generation to head along to Resident 
Alien and get a taste of a gay man from 
a different time? Ward agrees, saying 
he just wants people to have a sense of 
our history.

“The danger too when we to become 
more integrated, as it were, or more 
mainstream, is that we lose sight of our 
history, all the individuals who really 
went out on a limb to create the world 
that we had. Quentin Crisp wasn’t a big 
campaigner for gay rights, but living 
the life he did, he was a very visual 
representation of something.”
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A catch up with School’s Out
GayNZ.com
20th September 2013
Wellington’s School’s Out is just one of 
the many awesome volunteer-packed 
organisations surviving on a shoestring 
in order to make life easier for our 
queer young people. We catch up with 
youth support worker and education 
coordinator Connor Amos on how it’s 
going.
What’s happening at School’s Out 
that makes you the most proud at the 
moment?
This year School’s Out has been running 
for 15 years and are going stronger than 
ever. We have an awesome team of 
volunteers who dedicate huge amounts 
of their time and energy, and youth 
participation levels, particularly in our 
Hutt group, are constantly growing.
We’ve been doing a lot of education in 
schools recently, which is derived from 
Rainbow Youth’s education package. 
We are also working quite closely with 
the health promotion team at Family 
Planning New Zealand to ensure quality 
sexuality and gender diversity education 
is delivered to schools who don’t often 
have that opportunity.
We also ran a three-day queer youth hui 
called ‘PatchwerQ’ with QSA Network 
Aotearoa in Wellington. It was really 
rewarding for the youth and offered a 
lot of leadership opportunities. Its great 
seeing our youth step up and become 
volunteers, as part of our work is 
encouraging youth to want to give back 
to the community and help others like 
we have helped them.
What challenges are you facing?
Our biggest challenge at this time is a 
serious lack of funding and resources. At 
the moment we have no paid positions, 
which means all of our volunteers have 
to step up and give more of their spare 
time, which many of us obviously don’t 
have a lot of.
As a result of that time constraint, 
we are often really caught up in 
dealing with frontline issues, such 
as youth suicidality, depression and 
homelessness, that we don’t have a lot 
of time to really work on the big picture 
organisational stuff. 
We do have an extremely large number 
of youth using our services at this time, 
and while most just want to meet 
people, many are in need of a lot of 
support and School’s Out is the only safe 
space they have. It is really great to have 
youth coming along to our meetings, 
the amount who do clearly shows that 

there is a huge gap in supporting queer 
teenagers.
Have you moved or are you moving 
into your own space?
We have been offered an awesome 
opportunity to move into the Evolve 
Wellington Youth Service premises 
and are currently still trying to source 
funding. We’ve had some help from 
community groups such as Rainbow 
Wellington but we are always looking 
for more financial support. We can’t 
wait to have our own space, with a 
place for youth to drop in the means to 
create a supportive, stable and secure 
workplace for our volunteers.
Is there anything the community can 
help with?
The queer community is already 
so supportive of us, whether it be 
individuals like the incredible Jac Lynch 
(who is forever organising fundraisers, 
like Fabulunch, for us), or our peer 
organisations like Evolve Youth Service, 
NZ Aids Foundation, Family Planning 
New Zealand and Youthline (to name 
but a few) who constantly offer so much 
support for our youth and volunteers. 
We wouldn’t be able to do the work we 
do without these networks.
Having said that, we are always looking 
to build new relationships with other 
community members and groups, 
so if there is anyone out there who 
wants to offer support of any kind, or if 
anyone in the area is keen to give back 
and volunteer with us, they should 
definitely get in touch.
What’s the message to local youth 
who may be nervous about coming 
along for the first time?
That it’s totally normal to be nervous! 
Everyone has to come along for the 
first time, if not, no one would come! 
We aim to make our groups a really 
welcoming, no-pressure and non-
judgemental space, but if people are 
really nervous or shy they are more 
than welcome to bring a friend along for 
support. Alternatively, they can meet 
up with one of the youth or facilitators 
beforehand so they will know someone 
there.

Follow School’s 
Out on Facebook: 
https://www.
facebook.com/
schoolsout
wellington

K’ Rd 
Safety Public 

Meeting
www.gayexpress.co.nz
24th September 2013

The K’ Road Community Safety Group 
invites you to a public meeting, giving 
you the chance to have your say and 
impact the future of the K’ Road area.

This is your opportunity to make a 
difference!

As an area with a high incidence of 
violence, the local community has 
come together to address concerns 
about violence targeting the GLBTI 
community.

“These bashings of innocent people 
impact not only our rainbow community 
but the whole community because any 
assault on a New Zealander for being 
who he or she is, is an assault on all 
of us. So if you want to come into our 
street, come in and party with us, don’t 
party against us,” says Co-Chair Karen 
Ritchie.

The group aim to make K’ Road area a 
safer place in which to live, work and 
visit and work voluntarily to represent 
the interests of the area.

The Local Government Act requires 
that the council must consult with 
community groups – so what you say 
does matter!

Date:  Monday 30 September
 [This meeting has already 
 taken place]
Time:  7 – 9pm
Where: Pitt Street 
 Methodist Church Hall
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http://www.gayexpress.co.nz/
27th September 2013

There are still 
so many more 
stories of the 
same-sex desire 
for us to discover 
both on displays 
and in the vaults 

of the Auckland Museum, with many of 
them originating in the Pacific. So let’s 
walk today through Maori and Pacific 
galleries to explore the diverse and 
widespread same-sex cultural traditions 
endemic to this region.

Same-Sex Tales from the 
Southern Seas

Europeans encountered unprecedented 
sexual freedoms in the Pacific that 
included same-sex contacts. In 
1770 Joseph Banks described in his 
journal how a gentleman from the 
ship Endeavour arranged an intimate 
rendezvous with a willing young Maori 
lady who however “on examination 
proved to be a boy”. And when the 
boy was returned to his whanau and 
replacement was requested, another 
lady was delivered instead who turned 
out to be a boy too. But when the 
gentlemen asked for a third choice, the 
whanau only laughed at him.
It seems that at the time many Maori 
and Pacific Islanders had a good 
laugh as Europeans were shocked 
with a discovery of a ‘third gender’. 
Called whakawahine in New Zealand, 
fa’afafine in Samoa, fakaleiti in Tonga, 
akava’ine in the Cook Islands, mahu in 
Tahiti and Hawaii, these biological men 
living ‘in the manner of women’ were 
accepted and honoured throughout the 
Polynesian societies.
However, in spite of the popular beliefs, 
Polynesian men had sex not only with 
women and transsexuals, but with 
other fellow masculine men too. Maori 
used the word takaatapui to describe 
intimate partners of the same sex.

This phallic flute (to the left) 
was shared between intimate 
companions Tutanekai and Tiki. It 
was made from the right arm of Te 
Murirangaranga, family tohunga 
of Tutanekai’s foster parents, who 
was killed for breaking tapu after 
Tutanekai’s initiation.

DiSEXion: Museum tales and treasures part three 
Have a look at the Murirangaranga 
flute. In the most famous Maori love 
story it was the sound of this magic 
flute that encouraged Hinemoa to 
swim across lake Rotorua to her future 
husband Tutanekai. What is often 
omitted from the popular version of the 
story is that this flute could have as well 
been played by Tiki, who was in fact 
Tutanekai’s boyfriend, Takatapui, rather 
than just a friend as it has generally 
been translated.
In Hawaii, Cook’s exhibition had 
another shocking discovery of manly 
love between high chiefs, ali’i and their 
favourite companions, aikane. Aikane 
were usually noble youth of exceptional 
beauty, virility and character. Their 
same-sex unions with chiefs were well 
established and highly respected in 
the society. Europeans were further 
shocked when Hawaiians started asking 
if a particular handsome crewmember 
was aikane to one of the officers. Once 
Captain Cook was even approached by 
a chief with the most generous offer of 
six hogs as a brideprice to leave a cute 
sailor behind.
But while Europeans where 
complaining in their diaries about 
‘sins of Onan performed on the chief’ 
by aikane who ‘profligate in the most 
shameful degree in the indulgence 
of their lusts and passions’ and that 
chiefs in return would ‘bestow all those 
affections that intended for the other 
sex’ on their favourites, they would 
not dare challenge local customs. So 
they accepted Palea, aikane of the king 
Kalaniopu, as his replacement when 
the king was absent. Another high chief 
and future great king Kamehameha 
was even allowed to spend the night on 
board of Discovery with his young male 
lover.

It was speculated that same-sex desire 
played a role in the fate of Captain Cook. 
Kamehameha himself was aikane to the 
king Kalaniopu finding jealous rivalry in 
Palea who allegedly arranged a theft 
that set up a chain of events leading to 
Captain Cook’s death in Kealakekua Bay.

In other part of Pacific, in Melanesia 
homosexuality has been so well 
integrated within some societies that it 
became institutionalised and ritualised. 
It is a custom in the famous Big Nambas 

tribe of Vanuatu (if size does matter 
to you, check out collection of penis 
gourds on display in the Pacific Lifestyles 
gallery) and also thrives among several 
tribes in the mountain regions of Papua 
New Guinea where ritual homosexuality 
is a right of passage into manhood. 
Sexes there are segregated and young 
boys are paired with older men to learn 
the art of masculinity. The homosexual 
act incorporates the boy into a new 
group, the ritual cult, with a new status 
and role.
It is therefore rather ironic to see 
Pacific cultures with a rich history of 
same-sex relationships that helped to 
shape contemporary Western views on 
sexuality, being consumed by Western 
religions, borrowing out-dated dogmas 
and even criminalizing what was once 
culturally accepted and celebrated. 
Political correctness usually prevents us 
from discussing postcolonial legislation 
of our Pacific neighbours who are 
overrepresented on the list of countries 
criminalising homosexuality. While 
we criticize anti-sodomy laws in Africa 
and Asia, we tend to overlook that 
male same-sex contact is still illegal in 
Samoa (legislation reinforced in May 
2013), Tonga, Papua New Guinea, the 
Solomon islands, Kiribati and even in 
the Cook Islands, a territory within the 
realm of New Zealand.
In 1928 anthropologist Margaret 
Mead wrote a book “Coming of the 
Age in Samoa” where she explored 
the sexual freedoms of the Samoans 
that included same-sex contact. This 
book became the bible in the field of 
anthropology and sparked discussion, 
which eventually buried Victorian views 
on sexuality, contributing to the sexual 
revolution in the 1960s. I truly believe 
that by reclaiming and researching our 
vast Pacific gay history we could help to 
understand the present situation with 
GLBTI rights in the region and build a 
better future for all of our neighbouring 
Pacific nations that sometimes may just 
need a little extra encouragement or 
guidance on their path to equality (like 
our Aussie cousins).

Article | Alexander Lowë. Main photo 
| Koha (donation) box by the central 
steps to the Maori Court gallery at the 
Auckland Museum.



there, because 
they would be 
covered in dust.”
Ms Andrews was 
also concerned 
about the lack of 
safety measures 
in place during 
construction. She 
said several elder 
residents fell 
because of broken 
footpaths.

Ms Andrews and 
Mr Aiono said the 
most frustrating 
part was the lack 
of communication 
from the council. 
However, council 
spokesman Richard MacLean said that 
was not an issue.

“That’s not the case as far as we’re 
concerned,” he said.
“We’ve had the mayor and councillors 
down there talking to the businesses. 
We’ve had a number of meetings down 
there with shop keepers and retailers, 
so we are very aware what the problems 
are.”
Mr MacLean acknowledged that the 
work had taken longer than expected.
“It’s a year late, but it has not been a 
12-month construction site,” he said.
“It was delayed for a multitude of 
unfortunate reasons. Problems to do 
with ground conditions, the quality 
of work and weather, there was a 
readjustment of the budget, and it had 
to be redesigned at one stage.

“Some of the problems were to the 
extent that we got the work done 
again.”

Mr MacLean said the council would 
not pay compensation “because access 
has never been completely blocked to 
retailers”.

“There have been times when there’s 
been lots of roadworks there, but that 
is what happens when you are doing 
a large upgrade job. You can’t do it 
without some level of disruption.”

A council Kilbirnie street promotion is 
planned to start this Sunday to draw 
shoppers back to Kilbirnie.
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Disaster for business
Council denies shop owners compensation

www.wellingtonian.co.nz
29th August 2013
Photo a article by Talia Carlisle

Business owners in Kilbirnie’s Bay Rd 
have lost thousands of dollars because 
of the street’s upgrade.
The project began last August and was 
supposed to take six months. But it 
ended up taking a year because of what 
a Wellington City Council spokesman 
said was a readjusted budget and poor 
quality work.
Hair by Zo-Ar owner Steph Andrews 
estimated a business loss of $39,000 
over the past year as a result of reduced 
foot traffic and road closures.
“They would close off this whole 
section of the road, so it was unusable, 
and then there’d be two workers down 
the other end of the road,” she said.
“It was an absolute mess. I’ve had my 
business 17 years. I’ve never reduced 
anyone’s hours. I’ve reduced my young 
apprentice’s hours because we have 
quieter days now when we don’t get 
the foot traffic.
Ms Andrews said she and the other 
business owners were seeking 
compensation from the council to cover 
financial losses, but had not received a 
positive response.
“We seem to be hit with this ‘It’s not 
in our budget’ all the time. I’m like, 
‘Well, none of us have had this much 
disruption to our businesses in our 
budget either’, so the council needs to 
front up.”
Lavalava Flower Studio owner Musu 
Aiono  [pictured right] is seeking $6000 
in compensation.
Mr Aiono said the streets were in no 
state for customers during the work, 
with many sections redone more than 
once.
“The first time when they fixed outside 
here, that drain thin wasn’t there. There 
was just a puddle of water sitting there, 
for six months. Why didn’t they put [the 
drain] there in the first place?”
Mr Aiono estimated he had lost 40 per 
cent of customers in the past year, and 
his plants had suffered because of the 
work.
“For my business I’ve got to have things 
outside to let people know I’m open,” 
he said. “It’s a flower shop, so some 
days I just can’t leave pot plants out 

Beyer’s 
work to be 

honoured at 
fundraiser

GayNZ.com
6th October 2013

Georgina Beyer’s work 
will be recognised in 
an upcoming tribute 
evening, which will 
double as a fundraiser 
as she remains on dialysis awaiting a 
kidney transplant.
The woman who will go down in history 
as both the world’s first trans mayor, 
and first trans MP, has chronic kidney 
failure. 
People from across politics and New 
Zealand’s gay scene are now joining 
forces to take part in a tribute night 
at Wellington’s James Cabaret on 
Thursday 14 November.
The gathering will also celebrate Beyer’s 
56th birthday.
Organiser Jo Paku says the event 
is about formally recognising the 
work Beyer has done in shaping New 
Zealand’s political and social landscape, 
and the positive impacts that she has 
had on the global stage.
It’s also about supporting Beyer on her 
journey to well-being while on dialysis 
and awaiting a kidney transplant.
“She has been an inspiration to many 
lives through her work with community 
organisations, local and central 
Government and her commitment to 
art, culture and heritage,” Paku says.
“It is her unique story that we are paying 
homage to, as well as commemorating 
her 56th birthday. 
Broadcaster Shane Taurima will be the 
compere, while the entertainment will 
include Amanduh la Whore presents, 
Lorae & Pinky, Zane Te Wiremu Jarvis, 
Miss Ribena and the Southside Sisters.
Tickets are $115 per person, which will 
include “three course dining, bubbles, 
wine, birthday cake, entertainment and 
sparkles”.

You can book by emailing 
georginatribute@gmail.com 
or calling Jo on 021 100 2351

Empty flower beds: 
Lavalava Flower Studio 
owner Musu Aiono has lost 
40 per cent of his customers 
since construction began in 
Bay Rd 12 months ago.
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Maori more 
receptive to 

same-sex 
marriage - priest

http://www.radionz.co.nz
21st August 2013

The principles Maori live by, such as 
manaakitanga, or care, make them 
more receptive to same-sex marriage, a 
Maori Anglican priest says.
Legislation allowing gay marriage came 
in to effect in New Zealand on Monday 
[19 August 2013].
Reverend Hirini Kaa says the Anglican 
Church is yet to decide whether it will 
marry same-sex couples but says the 
Maori arm of the church is to hui about 
it soon.
Adhering to Maori principles, such 
as whanaungatanga [kinship], 
manaakitanga and aroha [love] will 
make it hard to turn gay whanau away, 
he says.
They will have to work with both the 
general and Pacific arms of the church 
about the issue but Rev Kaa believes 
Maori are more receptive to the idea.
Too many Maori children grow up with 
a solo parent, and marriage is a good 
institution, he says.

Dozens of same 
sex couples get 

hitched 
www.3news.co.nz
20th September 2013

In the first month that same sex couples 
have been able to tie the knot in New 
Zealand, more than 80 couples have 
walked down the aisle towards wedded 
bliss.
Figures from the Department of 
Internal Affairs show that since August 
19 - the first day same sex couples could 
get married - 82 couples have taken the 
plunge.
Of those couples, 24 came from 
overseas, including Australia, China, 
Hong Kong, the United States, Great 
Britain and Thailand, Registrar-General 
of Births, Deaths and Marriages Jeff 
Montgomery says.
“We are seeing continued national 

and international interest by same 
sex couples in getting married in New 
Zealand.”
Mr Montgomery expects the number of 
same sex marriages to increase heading 
into spring.
Almost 40 of the marriages were a 
change of relationship from a civil 
union.
There was an almost even split in the 
number of female couples and male 
couples getting married.

Waiting for 
eternal rest  

www.stuff.co.nz
24th September 2013

More than 90 sets of ashes remain 
unclaimed at Hutt Valley funeral 
homes, as tight budgets, busy lives 
and emotions get in the way of people 
moving their family members to a final 
resting place. 
Gee and Hickton Funeral Directors 
has 30 sets of ashes in storage at the 
company’s Upper Hutt funeral home 
and 50 in Lower Hutt. 
Some ashes were inherited with a 
change of ownership in the 1980s and 
are about half a century old. 
Harbour City Funeral Homes have 
12 sets of unclaimed ashes and Croft 
Funeral Homes stores cremated ashes 
dating back to the 1950s. 
Gee and Hickton funeral director Gavin 
Murphy said legally the funeral home 
was allowed to scatter the ashes, but 
they chose to keep them in storage. 
“You never know when a family will 
turn up and want to collect them.” 
He said there are lots of reasons ashes 
were not collected. 
Some family members were not 
emotionally ready to make a decision 
and others were saving up for a 
memorial. 
There were also people who wanted to 
wait until another family member died 
before making the choice. 
“Another thing is people just get busy 
with life,” Mr Murphy said. 
The full names and cremation dates 
were listed on the containers. 
Most people picked up ashes within 
a year, but some would take 10 or 20 
years to make a decision. 

Although it wasn’t ideal to have a 
“bottleneck” of ashes in storage, Mr 
Murphy acknowledged that sometimes 
people were not ready to make a 
decision about where the ashes should 
go. 
“We don’t have a time frame on it. We 
just work with the families,” Mr Murphy 
said. 

Still waiting: Gee and Hickton funeral 
director Gavin Murphy with some of the 
uncollected ashes. 
Photo: KAROLINE TUCKEY/ FAIRFAX NZ.

Traditional 
ancient Maori 
burials gaining 

ground  
www.stuff.co.nz
26th September 2013
By Deena Coster, a Witt journalism student

A Parihaka family is on a mission to bring 
back the tikanga and Maori tradition 
surrounding death and burials. 
Maata Wharehoka and her son Te Akau 
have recently begun offering tikanga 
Maori practice to family of those who 
are dying or have recently died. 
The process, known as Kahu Whakatere, 
is a passion for Mrs Wharehoka. 
“Preparing a person for death is 
sometimes not a practice we want to 
undertake, however it is becoming 
more acceptable amongst our culture, 
with more Maori seeing this form of 
participation in planning their readiness 
for dying and death,” she said. 
The practice, which is based on 
traditional Maori beliefs, used a waka 
or transporter made of natural wood, 
rather than a coffin. The body is also 
wrapped in a kopaki (mat) which is 
made from harakeke (flax). 

“It involves a totally different look to 
the coffin,” Mrs Wharehoka said. 
There is a strong spiritual component to 
the process, including elements related 
to wairua (the spirit), Papatuanuku 
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(earth mother) and Ranginui (sky 
father). 
Demand for the service has seen 
her travel recently to Rotorua and 
Whakatane to talk to families about the 
ritual. 
Until recently the five-day process had 
been funded through koha, but price 
charges had now been implemented, 
which reflect the fair costs involved, 
Mrs Wharehoka said. 
This arm of the family business, which 
also includes development of a tourist 
venture to the historical pa site, is 
mainly promoted through word of 
mouth. 
“Our whanau are working diligently at 
preserving and maintaining some of 
our ancient Maori practices for those 
who choose to accept there is a place 
for non-embalming and no coffin in our 
burial practices,” said Mrs Wharehoka. 
Te Akau Wharehoka had recently come 
on board with the project and relished 
the opportunity to help pass on cultural 
knowledge to others. 
“It is something that our father wanted 
for us, not only as a family but for Maori 
as a people,” Mr Wharehoka said. 
Mrs Wharehoka said her husband, Te 
Ru Wharehoka, who died in 2007, came 
up with a whanau vision at Parihaka 
back in 2004. 
She said it was now something she 
hoped her children would be able to 
maintain and grow into the future. 

TENDER CARE: Te Akau Wharehoka, left and 
Maata Wharehoka prepare a kopaki mat to 
be used in a traditional Maori burial.

Executive 
defends charter 

schools 
www.stuff.co.nz
4th October 2013

The Vanguard Military School chief 
executive is defending charter schools 
against the threat of a teachers’ union 
boycott and promises from opposition 
parties to scrap them. 

Nick Hyde is running the North Shore’s 
first partnership school and says he 
wants to “dispel the myths”. 
He says the current education system is 
good for 80 per cent of students. 
“Our place on the education map is 
to provide a place for those who are 
struggling.” 
Vanguard Military School in Albany 
will be sponsored by Advance Training 
Centres (ATC), the military prep school 
Mr Hyde manages in Rosedale. 
It is one of five partnership schools due 
to open at the start of 2014 in Auckland 
and Northland. 
Labour and the Green Party have 
promised to repeal charter schools and 
the Post Primary Teachers Association 
(PPTA) is considering a boycott of 
any sporting, cultural or professional 
contact with them. 
PPTA junior vice-president Hazel 
McIntosh says they are “a terrible 
experiment on New Zealand’s children 
that must be stopped in its tracks”. 
A paper exploring how to fight the 
establishment of the schools will be put 
to the PPTA’s national conference. 
New Zealand Educational Institute 
president Judith Nowotarski says the 
Government has wasted $19 million on 
the first five charter schools that will 
initially cater for 369 students, at a cost 
of more than $50,000 per pupil. 
“Fundamentally this is about privatising 
the delivery of education and the 
Government does not care if it costs 
taxpayers large sums of money to do 
so.” 
The schools will report quarterly to the 
Ministry of Education and be monitored 
by the Partnership Schools Advisory 
Board. 
Vanguard Military School will cater 
for 108 year 11 and 12 students and 
expand in 2015 to include year 13. 
Registered teachers will be used for 
core NCEA subjects like science, Maori, 
English and physical education. Non-
registered teachers will take defence 
force studies and engineering classes. 
“We felt someone with experience in 
these roles would be a better fit,” Mr 
Hyde says. 
Students will also be taught computing, 
CV writing, leadership skills and will 
work towards their driver licences. 
There will be a student-teacher ratio of 

1 to 12. 
One of the reasons Mr Hyde decided 
to set up a charter school was over-
demand for places at ATC. 
“The horrible part of my job is to write 
to parents and say ‘Your child is eligible 
but we can’t take them on’,” he says. 
ATC is entitled to have each student for 
only a year. 
“It’ll be nice to have them for two or 
three years and we can take some of 
our most gifted students all the way 
through to university which is exciting,” 
Mr Hyde says. 
He says charter schools have a place in 
the system as long as they are of a high 
quality. 
“I don’t think there’s any point starting 
them up unless there’s an absolute 
need.” 

Maori boy 
teased for being 
‘very feminine’ 

http://home.nzcity.co.nz
3rd September 2013
A Maori teenager who took his own life 
after heavy drinking had been bullied 
by other teens for being effeminate, a 
coroner says.
Marvin Peihopa, 15, was found dead 
by relatives on a dairy farm in the small 
Northland community of Moerewa one 
morning in April 2009.
He had spent the previous night heavily 
intoxicated at a nearby party which he’d 
been banned from attending.
In coronial findings released on Tuesday, 
Coroner Brandt Shortland concluded 
that the teenager had committed 
suicide while heavily intoxicated 
following many hours of drinking.
The coroner said that Marvin had a 
“secure and loving home” with his great 
aunt and her husband, and he was 
generally considered to be happy.
However, it was also revealed during 
the inquest that Marvin had suffered 
extensive bull[y]ing from his high school 
peers due to his feminine disposition.
His whanau told the coroner the boy 
had been picked on and teased during 
his time at Manurewa High School, in 
south Auckland, and at Bay of Islands 
College, where he was a student at the 
time of his death.
Mr Shortland said he supported the 
publication of Marvin’s bullying to raise 
public awareness of the issue.

*People in crisis or who are concerned 
about someone can call 

Youthline on 0800 376 633

MILITARY ETHOS: 
Advance Training 
Centres Ltd is 
sponsoring the 
North Shore’s first 
charter school.



condition”, something which has been 
met with rolled eyes from Phylesha 
Brown-Acton, a Pasifika trans woman 
and longtime outspoken advocate, who 
says the MP has voiced how ignorant 
and transphobic she is.

Brown-Acton says Lole-Taylor’s 
comments are unqualified and she is 
telling others without any knowledge 
that it’s ok to publicly declare 
transgender people as having a serious 
condition that does not necessarily 
affect all trans people - gender 
dysphoria.

“What a unprofessional and unqualified 
statement at that. Is this really the 
future of our Pasifika political leaders in 
this country?”
Brown-Acton is urging all across the 
trans, fa’afafine, Leiti and akava’ine 
spectrum to write to the MP at her 
local office in Papatoetoe to declare 
their new found condition based on her 
professional diagnoses.

“I can’t help but feel she is 20 years 
behind with her train of thought and 
knowledge on trans peoples and I wish 
she’d stop oppressing a very vulnerable 
part of society,” Brown-Acton says.
“I guess she made me laugh and maybe 
the circus is a more suited profession 
for her.”
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NZ First MP’s prison risk claims met with sighs
GayNZ.com
16th October 2013
A New Zealand First MP is being accused 
of ‘a beat up on trans women’, as she 
attempts to whip up anxiety about 
safety when trans women are moved 
into women’s prisons.
One of the key reasons for the move is 
the reports of rape and violence coming 
from MTF women in custody with men.
Read a trans woman’s story of prison 
abuse here
New Zealand First’s corrections 
spokeswoman Asenati Lole-Taylor has 
now released a statement where she 
claims safety measures will need to 
be put in place for the women in the 
prisons transgender prisoners will be 
transferred to.
“Some transgender prisoners may 
have masculine attributes and strength 
which could intimidate and pose risks to 
female prisoners,” her statement reads.
“Having a transgender prisoner in a 
female prison could cause problems for 
not only themselves, but also the other 
prisoners and staff, if the situation is not 
handled appropriately,” she continues, 
without being specific about the risks 
she is concerned about.
The MP suggests unused space in 
prisons to be converted into rooms 
for transgender prisoners, or for new 

prisons to incorporate space specifically 
designed for transgendered prisoners.
Lawyer and TransAdvocate Kelly Ellis 
was among those leading the charge 
for trans prisoners, something she was 
compelled to do in the face of horrific 
reports from clients about the physical 
and sexual abuse they were being 
subjected to, among other issues they 
faced.
“This is just a beat-up on trans women 
from someone who was silent when 
their being raped in prison was recently 
publicised,” Ellis says.
“If Asenati Lole-Taylor had the slightest 
concern for prisoner safety, she would 
have spoken up a long time ago.
“Those who are concerned with the 
safety of prisoners and ‘masculine’ 
people in women’s prisons can take 
comfort in the fact that at this stage a 
court order is required or the consent of 
the chief executive of Corrections who 
will no doubt be guided by appropriate 
clinicians.”
Lole-Taylor has also been vocal about 
the bid to ban prostitutes from certain 
spaces in South Auckland where many 
trans women work.
In her statement in regard to prisoners, 
she also says she “acknowledges 
that gender dysphoria is a serious 

Love Life Fono 5 this Labour Weekend
GayNZ.com
16th October 2013

This Labour weekend 
scores of people from New 
Zealand’s Pacific rainbow communities 
will gather at the New Zealand AIDS 
Foundation (NZAF) biennial Love Life 
Fono to strengthen leadership skills and 
become safe sex ambassadors.
The Love Life Fono is the biggest event 
on the NZAF Pacific calendar, celebrating 
the place of mahu, vakasalewalewa, 
palopa, fa’afafine, akava’ine, fakaleiti 
and fakafifine (MVPFAFF) and Pacific gay 
and bisexual men in the world. It is an 
occasion that gives these communities 
a voice, one that is often unheard, 
which can strengthen connections and 
prevent marginalisation. This year the 
theme is the Voices of the Third Spirit, 
which represents the unique spirits of 
the rainbow Pacific people.
These voices were an accepted part of 
Pacific life and culture prior to Western 

colonisation, but have faced stigma and 
discrimination in more recent times.  
Because of this it is vitally important 
that mainstream communities in 
New Zealand and the Pacific develop 
supportive environments for sexual and 
gender minority groups.

Love Life Fono spokesperson Elton 
Siataga-Raharaha says: “the fono 
weaves together our cultural heritage 
and unique flavour to celebrate our 
place in this world. Loving our lives is 
the first step to owning our power and 
growing the strength of our rainbow 
Pacific people.”

Love Life Fono 5 will gather and unite 
young people from sexual and gender 
minority groups in New Zealand and the 
South Pacific.   Whether participants 
identify as MVPFAFF, gay or bisexual, 
female, male or third gender, the 
purpose is to encourage the realisation 
and belief that they are a vital part of 
our Pacific communities.

Love Life Fono 5 is a three day conference 
during which Pasifika cultural heritage 
is acknowledged through a mix of 
informative presentations, discussion, 
culture, social interaction and 
celebration. The NZAF is committed to 
working with Pacific people to prevent 
HIV transmission in these communities. 
Through the unique format, the fono 
will work to uphold the dignity of, 
and reduce discrimination related to 
the sexual and gender diversity of all 
Pacific people.  This will also include 
encouraging our Pacific communities to 
embrace condom use as a normal and 
expected part of sex.

The NZAF has strong relationships with 
colleagues in Samoa, the Cook Islands, 
Tonga, Fiji, Papua New Guinea and other 
parts of the Pacific for a number of 
years.  The NZAF has a commitment to 
the Pacific due to the strong community 
connections between Aotearoa New 
Zealand and the islands.
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www.stuff.co.nz
6th October 2013
By Amy Maas

The parents of a seven-year-old girl are 
backing a decision for her to live as a boy 
and to medically stop puberty.
In as little as two years the child, whom 
the Sunday Star-Times has chosen not 
to identify, could start a course of drugs 
dubbed puberty blockers.
This is the first step toward hormone 
replacement treatment and possible 
surgery.
It would mean the child, whose story is 
being told today  with the support of his 
family, will never fully develop a woman’s 
body and its natural functions.
However, if the injections, which are given 
once every three months, are stopped, 
the body would continue its normal 
development.
“If he reaches 11, 12 or 13 and decides it’s 
not what he wants, then he stops blockers 
and he’ll go through puberty as a woman,” 
said the child’s mother.
Last year the child started saying things such 
as “I’m not a girl, I think I’m a boy and I wish 
I was dead”, his mother said.
The family are committed to supporting 
their child.
“That [gender change] won’t stop me loving 
him, it won’t stop me accepting him.
“I try to guide him the safest path through, 
and the safest path for him is love, 
acceptance, tolerance and support.
“We have the same child. We haven’t lost 
anything. We haven’t gained anything, 
other than a happier child.”
While the child’s family are supportive, 
Georgina Beyer - the world’s first openly 
transsexual Member of Parliament - 
questioned whether the child was old 
enough to make the decision.
“Decisions are being made that I consider 
quite serious and the natural inclination 
of this child should be nurtured and 
encouraged,” Beyer said. 
“I don’t think a seven-year-old has enough 
life experience to understand precisely what 
they’re doing. I think it’s better a person 
gets to puberty and through puberty and 
then if this is continuing to develop . . . then 
yes, there is more of a case to be fought.”
Dr John Newman, an Auckland-based 
specialist youth physician, said the youngest 
person he had treated for puberty blockers 
was 12. He would not comment on a child 
he had not treated.
“The recommendation is that they are 
seen by a mental health professional who 
is skilled in working with young people and 
with transgender issues, both before and 
during the use of blockers,” he said.
“This is to ensure that there is no other 
explanation for their problem and that other 

Born in the wrong body
mental health issues are being addressed as 
well.
“There are very few such mental health 
professionals in New Zealand so, more 
likely, they need to be seen by someone 
who is skilled in working with young people 
and is gaining experience in working with 
transgender.”
Newman said there were hundreds of New 
Zealand children who identified as being 
transgender.
It was not possible to determine the exact 
number because Statistics New Zealand 
does not collect that information.

HOW ANNA BECOME JASON - FULL STORY

An Auckland child was 6 years old when he 
told his parents he was not a girl. He was a 
boy. And he wanted to die.
“Jason” is now 7. When he was born, the 
doctors said he was a girl and he was named 
Anna - the only girl and only child born to 
parents Linda and Steve, who already had 
four boys between them.
Anna slept in a fairy castle bed but 
accessorised party dresses with temper 
tantrums. Anna didn’t like playing with 
other little girls. Anna felt like a misfit.
From the time she turned three, Anna 
started wearing boys clothes, underwear 
and even socks. She gravitated toward 
the boys’ aisle in the toy shop. And in two 
years, with her parents’ full support, she will 
finally be able to take drugs which will stop 
her body from maturing as a woman’s.
One day last year Anna came home from 
school - where she and her classmates 
were only just learning how to multiply and 
figuring out how cursive writing works - 
crawled on to her mum’s lap, and cried.
“Some time in September or October last 
year we started getting the odd ‘I’m not 
a girl, I think I’m a boy and I wish I was 
dead’,” Linda said. “And we couldn’t actually 
understand why he was saying it because 
we didn’t know anything about children 
being transgender at all.
“He didn’t know who he was and he didn’t 
know where his place was because he just 
knew that he didn’t feel like he was a girl 
and he didn’t feel like he fit in with girls.”
Jason recalled: “I was just sitting in my 
mum’s lap, thinking about it, talking about 
it. I felt scared and frustrated so I cried 
because, you know, I didn’t know what to 
do.”
The next day, after googling “my girl 
thinks she’s a boy”, Linda approached a 
former manager at Rainbow Youth, a gay 
and transgender support network, who 
confirmed her child could be transgender.
It took one conversation with the child 
to see a “weight lift off his shoulders”. He 
knew it was OK for him to be who he was. 
The next week, Jason chose his new name 
- a milestone that would announce he was 
proud of his identity.

“He wanted to get little Christmas 
decorations, these snowmen with names 
on for his [friend at school] and we found 
his friend’s and when we were picking his 
we said ‘well, do you want to have a new 
name’,” said his mum.
“We went through names not thinking he 
would settle on one straight away, and he 
chose Jack. We’d got halfway up the mall 
and he turned around and said, ‘I actually 
want to be ‘Jason’.’ So we had to run all the 
way down there and changed it to Jason.”
Since then he has lived as Jason, a 7-year-
old boy. And while he remained the same 
Pokemon-loving, playful kid, his parents 
found others have been less than kind.
Before his name change, they pulled Jason 
out of a Christian school after the principal 
“expressed concern” over his preference for 
dressing as a boy.
“When he started wearing boys’ clothes, we 
started getting emails from the principal, 
things like ‘don’t you think it’s odd, do you 
think you should be encouraging him’. At 
this time, he hadn’t even come out, we 
hadn’t even had the conversation,” said 
Linda.
“We got asked directly what happens if it 
carries on when he’s older, in the future. 
We wrote back to the principal and said the 
only thing we’re worried about is people like 
you,” said Linda.
The next day, they enrolled Jason in a new 
school. While it would be another eight 
months before he came out, Linda said the 
teachers and principal accepted the fact this 
new child was dressing as a boy and had 
lopped off the feminine pixie haircut, but 
they found the most basic things challenging 
- they were unsure of whether to call Jason 
in the boy section or the girl section.
They were unsure of where he should 
change for swimming or which toilet he’d 
use during breaks.
“When they say boys line up here, girls 
line up here, I just line up with the girls 
sometimes and with the boys sometimes. 
It depends on what day it is. I sometimes 
have to sit out, it’s too hard to decide,” said 
Jason.
Linda admitted there was a concern at the 
school that using the boys toilets could be 
risky, so instead the school prefers that he 
uses the unisex disabled toilet, which still 
sets him apart as “different” from the other 
children.
“Jason started at that school as a girl in their 
eyes and he was wearing girls’ clothes and 
didn’t have the name Jason.
“For kids, it’s hard to get their heads around 
because they don’t understand,” said Linda.
And while children can hide behind bright 
smiles and faux friendliness when they’re 
hanging on to an adult’s hand, on the 
playground there are plenty of “gay” slurs 
thrown Jason’s way.
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“They hate me. It’s more like, nothing 
really. It’s just only teasing. [The kids] just 
say things like ‘wrong toilet’ and I go ‘no’. 
They’ve been saying it in front of the whole 
entire class,” said Jason.
But it’s not like that everywhere. Jason 
has found a safe haven in the community 
at Rainbow Youth that has allowed his 
confidence to flourish. Linda said they had 
reassured Jason it is fine to be who he is.
“It was the first time I’ve seen him mix with 
people and feel completely comfortable.
“We didn’t mix with the community before, 
not because we’re anti, but we just didn’t 
have the need but we felt that it was very 
important for Jason to have somewhere he 
felt he belonged because he still doesn’t feel 
like he belongs in the school environment.”
Auckland psychologist Rebecca Daly-
Peoples said a child whose gender is not 
treated as a shame will, most likely, “have a 
positive experience”.
“He’s going to have a different experience 
from a kid who grew up in a family that 
caused them to feel shame about it. If 
people are dealing with it in a positive way, 
that’s great.”
Daly-Peoples said people with sexuality 
issues between the ages of 15 and 25 are at 
highest risk for suicide and depression, and 
transgender people faced similar risks.
“Transgender is different, because it’s the 
feeling you are in the wrong body but the 
reason there is an increased risk is because 
there’s difference and it’s a difference that’s 
not often seen as acceptable in families, peer 
groups and then the wider community,” she 
said.
“[Being transgender] is not something you 
would openly talk about with friends and 
when you hit adolescence and feel the need 
to belong and work out who you are, it’s so 
important. You’re talking about something 
that you potentially can’t change.”
It’s not just mental hurdles Jason will face - 
when he turns 9 he will start taking puberty 
blockers so that his body doesn’t start to 
curve or change like a woman’s does. It 
may also eliminate the need for surgery to 
remove his breasts when he’s an adult.
“The reason Jason is lucky is because by the 
time he’s 9 years old he would have been 
living as a boy since he was 3 or 4. They do 
a psychological evaluation so that you know 
you’re not making a big mistake,” said Linda.
Linda said Jason “wants to go on blockers” 
and is aware that he will have to have 
surgery when he’s an adult. Puberty 
blockers are reversible and if they are 
stopped, the child will start developing 
normally. “If Jason goes on blockers and 
gets to 16 and decides, ‘well, that’s not for 
me’ or for whatever reason he doesn’t take 
them, then he’ll just go through puberty 
and instead of going through puberty at 11, 
12, 13, he’ll go through it at whatever age 
he comes off it. He’ll be classed as a late 
developer,” she said.

Allowing Jason to make such a monumental 
decision for himself is being questioned 
by New Zealand’s first transsexual MP, 
Georgina Beyers, who herself identified as a 
girl by the time she turned 3 years old.
“As far as I see it, I transitioned at the age 
of 16 going 17 - that’s pretty young - and 
naturally my brain was leading me there, 
no matter what,” she said. “I certainly 
think that’s the best way to let it happen, 
naturally. When you start to intervene 
without the [body], it’s a manipulation.”
Beyers also cautioned that surgery for 
trans men was not ideal. “It’s not nearly as 
successful as for trans women and that’s 
got to be taken into consideration. I’m no 
expert, I’m just experienced.”
Duncan Matthews, general manager of 
Rainbow Youth, said young people wanting 
support around their gender approached 
the organisation on a daily basis.
“As a community organisation, we provide 
social support, information and referral 
service. We don’t, and can’t, provide 
services like counselling directly.”
Instead, Matthews and his team refer young 
people questioning their gender to medical 
and mental health professionals who are 
known to be “friendly to the needs of trans 
young people” or to community counselling 
services.
The team rarely refers young people to 
“mainstream” professionals because he 
said there was a “general lack of awareness, 
expertise and sensitivity to the needs 
of trans young people”. “When a young 
person does start a path to transition, and 
everyone’s path can be different, they often 
end up doing a lot of research and educating 
the health professional taking care of them,” 
said Matthews.
“For example, if a young person is brave 
enough to approach a family GP, they often 
educate the GP around gender dysphoria 
(gender identity disorder), provide them 
with resources and tell them who they 
need to be referred to for psychological 
evaluation or surgery or what treatments 
they need.”
As well as providing a support network for 
Jason and his family, the organisation has 
also given him the chance to meet positive 
role models with whom he is comfortable 
asking questions about his gender and 
feelings.
But Linda is aware that although Jason’s 
journey might be different to other trans 
youth because his family accepts him, the 
mental health issues most trans people face 
are not eliminated.
“[The issues] are lessened because he’s got 
support but they’re not eliminated. Who 
knows what turmoil he still goes through 
or what he might go through when maybe 
he does want a penis but he’s scared for 
surgery or if he gets into dating what does 
he tell people,” she said.
While Jason lives as a boy, on paper he 
will be a girl until he has surgery because 

the government does not collect data on 
transgender people.
“It is not included as a topic or a question, 
because the Statistics Act requires the sex 
of the respondent, not the gender of the 
respondent,” a spokesperson for Statistics 
New Zealand said.
“But we do advise transgender people who 
have had [gender reassignment surgery] to 
give the sex that they are now.”
No matter what Jason is classed as on paper 
or whether kids taunt him for using the 
“wrong” toilet, it won’t stop his family from 
supporting him.
“I don’t want him to get laughed at or picked 
on because he identifies as a boy who was 
assigned female,” Linda said.
“That won’t stop me loving him, it won’t 
stop me accepting him. I try to guide him 
the safest path through, and the safest path 
for him is love, acceptance, tolerance and 
support.
“We have the same child. We met with 
another trans child and the mum told us she 
had to go to counselling and we couldn’t 
understand it, she felt like she had lost a 
daughter.
“We haven’t lost anything. We haven’t 
gained anything, other than a happier child.”
HOW TO GET HELP
Rainbow Youth runs a fortnightly social 
group for young people questioning their 
gender.
Go online: www.rainbowyouth.org.nz; 
www.genderbridge.org; www.tomerge.
wordpress.com; www.healthwest.co.nz; 
0800 outline or www.outline.org.nz; www.
curious.org.nz.
If you are in distress or concerned about 
another person’s wellbeing, contact the 
national suicide prevention helpline at 
0800 543 354 or visit www.lifeline.org.nz 
or www.spinz.org.nz 
Editor’s note: The Sunday Star-Times 
believes this is an important story to 
tell and it was written with the support 
of the family concerned. As responsible 
publishers, the Star-Times has chosen to 
change the names of the 7-year-old and 
family in the story. - Garry Ferris, Editor-in-
Chief

Born in the wrong body (continued)
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Rosie O’Donnell 
is Heading to NZ

www.gayexpress.co.nz
9th October 2013
By Sarah Murphy

Lesbian comedian extraordinaire and 
GLBTI advocate Rosie O’Donnell is 
heading to New Zealand next year for a 
no-holds-barred standup tour.

O’Donnell will be taking to the stage 
here in January and February following 
a tour in Australia.

“The queen of comedy is set to reclaim 
her rightful place on the throne with a 
no-holds-barred tour of Down Under 
that is set to leave both nations in 
stitches,” says promoter the Frontier 
Touring Company.

O’Donnell has had a varied career, 
amongst other things she is known for 
hosting her own talk show, co hosting 
The View and starring in silver screen 
hits such as Sleepless in Seattle.

The outspoken comedian and actress 
has also been a strong voice in the 
marriage equality debate in the US and 
has spoken out against the ‘homosexual 
propaganda’ law in Russia.

In January this year O’Donnell and her 
wife Michele Rounds adopted a baby 
girl who has been doted on by her four 
other children.

Tickets for her all ages Auckland and 
Wellington shows go on sale October 
15, pre sale tickets will be available 
Tuesday 15 October.

Poof! And New 
Gay Bar is Born

www.gayexpress.co.nz
3rd October 2013
By Campbell Stodart

It’s all a twitter on Ponsonby Road with 
only one more sleep until Poof! eagerly 
opens its doors with gay abandon 
on Friday October 04 and they are 
promising plenty.

Yes there is a little invited number 
happening first and that is always a 
giggle but from 8pm the warm and 
inclusive welcome is to all and sundry. 
Everyone will be keen to have a look 
and see if they can recognise any of the 
previous Lola Bar peeking from behind 
the colourful and extensive facelift.

Miss Ribena, the Hostess and camp guru 
is fair itching to get the latest GLBTI 
venue open and promises plenty for all. 
“It’s going to be outrageous and there is 
going to be lots of little glitter surprises, 
things happening all night and Ponsonby 
won’t have seen action like this in a 
while. The special guest DJs are ready, 
the drinks are chilled and I might even 
have a moment to rustle something up 
to chew on. It’s going to be CAMP!!”

She also encourages you to put those 
winter tones away and drag out some 
colour! “It’s spring and it’s time to be 
bright, visible and beautiful, I want to 
see colour and fabulosity and I don’t 
just want to see it on the newly painted 
Poof! walls. The whole weekend is going 
to be all about Poof! and stamping our 
stiletto back on the strip”.

Their Facebook page is certainly ticking 
along with loads of likes and comments 
and questions and a recent post from 
this almost open establishment maybe 
give a little insight into what to expect.

“BOOM, BANG KABAM out with the 
drab in with the glam, goodbye to the 
clutter and bring in some colour… Poof! 
Poof! this train is on track xxx”

Poof! Bar will be open 7 nights a week at 
212 Ponsonby Road from 5pm. See you 
there!

ChCh community 
to discuss future 

direction
GayNZ.com
15th October 2013

Members and supporters of 
Christchurch’s GLBTI community are 
being invited to a meeting where ideas 
for its recovery and future development 
will be raised.

The Rainbow Community Vision 
Workshop is being held on Thursday 
7 November, 6.30PM to 9.30PM at 
the Seminar Room, Room L233, CPIT, 
Madras St.

Attendees need to RSVP by Sunday 3 

November by emailinguprisingtrust@
gmail.com.

The event is being 
organised by the UpRising 
Trust in conjunction with 
the NZ AIDS Foundation 
and Q’topia.

The Trust has run a number of events 
to help bring the community back 
together since the quakes. 

Get Gardening
www.gayexpress.co.nz
7th October 2013
By Campbell Stodart

Celebrate the arrival of spring with 
your fellow gardeners.
The Fifth Season garden visit group is 
a social and passionate bunch of gay 
and lesbian members of all ages and 
backgrounds who enjoy exploring 
exceptional, amazing or inspirational 
gardens in and around Auckland.

Once a month on the third Sunday this 
green-fingered group has a chat and a 
cup of tea after viewing the garden (or 
gardens – sometimes there’s more than 
one visited on the day). A visit usually 
lasts two hours from 2 – 4pm and is a 
nice way to have a peek at what lies 
behind other people’s garden walls, 
learn about plants and get inspiration. 
Newcomers are warmly welcome.

Members hail from throughout the 
greater Auckland area, from Orewa to 
the Bombay Hills. The full name of our 
club is Fifth Season Garden Appreciation 
Group and as the name suggests, no 
one needs to have a garden nor be a 
gardener.

However, everyone has an appreciation 
of gardens or some aspect about them 
and all types are viewed. It is wonderfully 
social and they have a Christmas 
and midyear dinner. The modest $15 
annual membership includes a monthly 
newsletter outlining the forthcoming 
events; a wonderful addition your social 
calendar and also get reason to get out 
and about over all the seasons.

This year’s new committee have plans 
for a revamped Facebook page and a 
web page. A new vigour seems to have 
encompassed the club so make sure you 
become part of this established group, 
get a bit dirty and be sure to smell the 
roses.
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LoLaa!
Having a chat with

Time to think about a
Living Will?

Kia Ora My Lovelies. 

This month we have had many of our loved ones pass 
over. So I thought I would write a little note on wills. 

Now everyone should have a will. I know sometimes it is 
hard to think about but whanau - this small document 
may turn out to be one of the most important documents 
that you will ever need at a time when you cannot speak 
for yourself. 
You may ask why that is?  A will, will let your family 
(whanau) know what your wishes are after you pass 
over. Even if you think you don’t have anything to leave 
anyone (in the way of assets or money), it still pays to 
have a written will.

For me, the Public Trust was the best option as they will 
write you a will free of charge and over time they will 
contact you to see if anything needs updating.

Others may prefer to go to their family lawyer. It is really 
up to you. 

I have also heard about writing a “Living Will” which 
is a document that lets your wishes known if  anything 
happens to you while you are still alive eg: you might go 
into a coma and unable to convey your wishes. A “Living 
Will” is not recognised as a legal document here in New 
Zealand, however  it lets all your whanau know what 
your wishes are should anything happen to you (such as 
a coma).

A “Living Will” can be a good way to let whanau know 
what your wishes are and will be helpful especially as 
some of us have lived away from our whanau or have 
not communicated in this manner about our wishes. .

Too often, a person may pass over and what they 
wanted  to happen during this time may not be readily 
known until its all over. There are no guarantees though 
as we know that whanau may have different plans and 
this can be a difficult time however it is always nice to 
be prepared and able to have a say in what happens to 
us before we go!. Well my lovelies something to think 
about.

For more details: http://www.publictrust.co.nz
Lolaa!

KAREN’S BLOG 
Recollections of

Fran Whaitiri  
Kia Ora whanau! My blog for this issue is my recollections of 
my dear friend Fran Whaitiri who passed away suddenly on 
the 24th September 2013 at her home in Wellington.

I first meet Fran in the early 70’s at the Sunset Strip which 
was located in Ghuznee Street Wellington. Fran was working 
on the bar.  It took me awhile to get to know Fran. She was 
the type of person who picked her friends very carefully and 
if you were one of the lucky people to be accepted into Fran’s 
circle then you had a friend for life.

Over the years our lives took many different roads and 
although I didn’t always see a lot of Fran, every time we 
caught up, it seemed like it was yesterday that we last saw 
each other.

About five years ago Fran rang me to see if there were any 
jobs going at my work as her employer had sold the business 
and the new owners were downgrading the business. I said 
to fill in an application form and I would pass it on to Human 
Resources. 

The end result was Fran was employed in my place of work 
right up and till her untimely death.

I will share some moments about those times. Now anyone 
who knew Fran knew she was a person of habit.  Fran always 
used VO5 Hairspray on her hair. She had done this since the 
70’s. The price had inflated somewhat over the years. One 
morning before she was due to start work she brought her 
bottle of VO5 hairspray  to me to get a  staff purchase sticker 
on it, and I said to her “Fran, I have seen the same VO5 
hairspray somewhere that is only $2.98.“ Her reply was “No 
Karen!  I have been buying this one here for years and I know 
this is the one I like and trust”. So that was the end of that.

Now Fran was one of my best employees however she did not 
like working overtime unless I really begged her. She would 
work overtime I think because of our friendship. Sometimes I 
would ask if she can work an extra hour and after some back 
and forth she would agree to work another 30 minutes.

Fran was well known for her cleaning and she was fanatical   
whether she was at home or at work.  If there was one thing 
for sure, Fran loved everything to be ‘spic and span’. While at 
work Fran would be given a three month supply of cleaning 
tissues which she would use within a month.  She would then 
come and ask “when do I get my next lot of wipes girl?” I 
would say “Girl you have gone through three months within 
a month,” and she would say “well I like to keep my work 
space spotless.”

Fran there is so much more I’d like to tell people about you 
but I know you were a very private person so I will leave it 
here.
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RECIPES

Spaghetti and Cheese 
Pies 

Snacks
Perfect Roast 

Vegetables

Mains

A very simple microwave sponge 
pudding in less than 15 minutes with 
a texture between a sponge and a 
steamed pudding. Flavour it by adding 
raspberry jam, treacle or golden syrup 
to the bottom of the final bowl. Serve 
hot with custard. 

Ingredients
50g (2 oz) butter 
50g (2 oz) caster sugar 
50g (2 oz) self raising flour 
1 medium egg, beaten 
2 tablespoons milk 
2 tablespoons of jam or syrup 

Method
• In a medium bowl, cream  together 

the butter and sugar until smooth.
• Mix in the egg and milk gradually, 

so as not to curdle the butter.
• Sift in the flour, and fold in gently.
• Put 2 tablespoons of golden 

syrup, treacle or jam in bottom 
of microwave-safe bowl. Pour in 
batter.

• Cover, and cook for 3 1/2 minutes 
on full powder, or until the pudding 
appears set when gently jiggled, 
and the top is sticky. Serve hot.

Microwave Sponge 
Pudding  

Dessert

http://www.paknsave.co.nz/mealtime-ideas/
recipes/perfect-roast-vegetables/

Total Time: About 55 mins, Prep Time: 10 mins
Cook Time: 45-55 mins, Servings: 6

http://allrecipes.co.uk/recipe/165/microwave-
sponge-pudding.aspx?o_is=Hub_TopRecipe_5

Total Time: 13 mins, Prep Time: 10 mins
Cook Time: 3 mins, Servings: 4

A firm favourite in many families. And 
a great way to get your 5+ a day.

Ingredients
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 tablespoons fresh rosemary leaves, 
or 2 teaspoons mixed dried herbs
6 potatoes, scrubbed and cut into 
wedges
1 onion, cut into wedges
6 cloves garlic, peeled and chopped
3 cups seasonal vegetables, chopped

Method
• Use any combination of seasonal 

vegetables like carrot, parsnip, 
beetroot, pumpkin, kumara, yams, 
courgette, red or green pepper.

• Mix the oil, rosemary, potatoes, 
onions, garlic and vegetables in a 
roasting dish.

• Bake uncovered at 200°C for 45 to 
55 minutes or until the potatoes 
are golden and tender. Turn 
vegetables once during cooking.

• For more tasty, low-cost family 
meal ideas go to                                               
www.feedingourfamilies.org.nz

http://shop.countdown.co.nz/Shop/
RecipeCategory/89#url=/Shop/
Recipe/351%3Fname%3Dspaghetti-and-
cheese-pies

Servings: 8

Enjoy a taste of the simple life with 
these deliciously simple ingredients 

Ingredients
8 Slices White Toast Bread, crusts 
removed
420g can Wattie’s Spaghetti
8 Mainland Tasty Cheese Slices
Butter for spreading

Method
• Spread one side of each bread slice 

with butter and place buttered 
side down in 8 muffin tins. Bake 
at 180ºC until the bread cases are 
crispy. 

• Line each case with a Mainland 
Tasty Cheese Slice and fill with 
Wattie’s Spaghetti. 

• Return to the oven for 15 minutes 
until the spaghetti is hot and the 
cheese has melted. 

• Garnish (optional) with chopped 
herbs or a little Mainland grated 
cheese. 

• Serve warm
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Trams, royalty and a brothel
www.stuff.co.nz
11th October 2013 

Suburban brothels and hit-and-runs 
have kept Pirie St in the news, but its 
history is also filled with monarchs and 
mystery.

The street, which runs east from Kent Tce 
to the Hataitai Tunnel, made headlines 
in 2008 when residents objected to the 
expansion of the brothel on the corner 
of Pirie and Austin streets.

Years of debate ensued and the brothel 
has a special - though not always 
welcome - place in the street’s story.

Many Wellingtonians will be acquainted 
with Pirie St because of the tunnel, 
which is used exclusively by buses.

Opened in 1907, the dark, narrow 
tunnel, about 365 metres long, is a 
distinctive feature of Mt Victoria’s 
landscape.

After repeated requests from Hataitai 
residents for better public transport, 
Prime Minister Richard Seddon broke 
the ground on the project in 1905, 
though controversy lingered.

Some Wellingtonians argued it was 
unfair to spend council money for the 
benefit of a single neighbourhood and 
others demanded more lanes to allow 
for pedestrian access, an argument that 
continues today.

Work on the tunnel took 18 months 
and three men were killed when there 
was a collapse.

The tunnel was back in the spotlight in 
2009, when Earl Krauskopf was badly 
injured in a hit-and-run only weeks 

after the removal of a speed bump at 
the Pirie St entrance.

Pirie St was the scene for a shooting that 
made national headlines in July 1893, 
when Louis Albert Sanderson gunned 
down his stepfather, W J Spreat.

Sanderson would later successfully 
argue provocation when it was revealed 
his stepfather had chased him with a 
fire-poker, following an argument about 
cleaning.

A major tram traffic accident occurred 
in Pirie St in 1920, resulting in three 
deaths and many injuries.

As a tram raced down the slope of the 
street, the driver lost control and the 
car tipped rounding the Brougham St 
corner.

The event led to a revision of the laws 
concerning the use of trams.

More mysterious was the report of a 
shooting in 1940.

Police reported that a bullet had been 
fired down the street from an unknown 
source. Fortunately it passed through 
the front compartment of a tram that 
had just exited the tunnel.

No-one was hurt, but two Air Force men 
nearby said the bullet narrowly passed 
over their heads.

Bowling clubs do not generally evoke 
much controversy, but with more than 
100 years of history, Mount Victoria 
Bowling Club has had one or two 
debates in its time.

It was founded in 1896, but did not 
move to the current site at the top of 

PHOTO BY AMY JACKMAN / Fairfax NZ
Now: Pirie St, 2013, looking towards the bus tunnel. The 
Lovely Lily brothel is half way up on the left.

Pirie St, next to the playground, until 
1951.

Early issues included whether the grass 
should be mowed on the Sabbath and 
by 1912 arguments were breaking out 
about whether the club would continue 
to serve alcohol.

That debate seems to still be bubbling 
along, with residents complaining 
about the noise from parties held at the 
club last year.

The bowling club hosted the 1973 world 
women’s bowling championships, in 
which New Zealanders Elsie Wilkie 
and Cis Winstanley distinguished 
themselves by winning gold medals.

As with many of its neighbours, Pirie St 
owes its name to one of the directors of 
the New Zealand Company.

Sir John Pirie was a merchant who 
owned more than 20 ships and one of 
the largest ship brokerages in London 
in the 1830s. He was Lord Mayor of 
London in 1841 and 1842.

Pirie St has hosted some of Wellington’s 
grandest events.

It was at Howe’s Farm, an area now 
occupied by several townhouses, that a 
royal picnic was held in 1869 during the 
visit of Duke of Edinburgh, the first royal 
visit to New Zealand.

The duke was treated to a grand 
outdoor event that those attending 
described as a fairytale.

Visitors travelled for days to take their 
place in the crowd of 4000 and six large 
bonfires were lit

PHOTO BY ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY
A tram crash in Pirie St in 1920 resulted in the deaths of 
three people. 
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Manning’s gender-identity struggle
www.stuff.co.nz
24th August 2013

DOUBLE LIFE: 
A 2010 photo of 
Bradley Manning as 
Chelsea Manning. 

Bradley Manning 
created a whole 
new set of potential 
complications for 
the US military, 
asking to be 

known as a woman named Chelsea and 
to undergo hormone treatment, just 
one day after he was sentenced to 35 
years in prison for the biggest leak of 
classified material in American history.
Manning’s gender-identity struggle - a 
sense of being a woman trapped in a 
man’s body - was brought up by the 
defense at the court-martial for giving 
more than 700,000 classified military 
and diplomatic documents, plus 
battlefield footage, to the anti-secrecy 
website Wikileaks.
A photo of the soldier in a blond wig 
and lipstick was submitted as evidence.
But the latest twist, announced the 
morning after Manning was sentenced, 
surprised many and confronted the 
Pentagon with questions about where 
and how the Army private is to be 
imprisoned.
The former Army intelligence analyst 
disclosed the decision Thursday in a 
statement provided to NBC’s “Today” 
show.
“As I transition into this next phase of 
my life, I want everyone to know the 
real me. I am Chelsea Manning. I am 
a female. Given the way that I feel, 
and have felt since childhood, I want 
to begin hormone therapy as soon as 
possible,” the statement read.
The statement asked people to use 
the feminine pronoun when referring 
to Manning. It was signed “Chelsea E. 
Manning” and included a handwritten 
signature.
The soldier’s attorney, David Coombs, 
told “Today” he hopes officials at the 
military prison at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, accommodate Manning’s 
request for hormone treatment, which 
typically involves high doses of estrogen 
to promote breast development and 
other female characteristics.
The Associated Press Stylebook calls 
for use of the pronoun that is either an 

individual’s preference or is consistent 
with the way the person lives publicly. 
The news agency said in a statement 
it would let that “be our guide as this 
story develops.”

However, Leavenworth spokesman 
George Marcec said later Thursday that 
if Manning wants to go by Chelsea in 
prison, a name change would have to be 
approved in court and then a petition 
submitted with the Army to change its 
records.

The AP said it was seeking additional 
details from Coombs, and until then 
would use only gender-neutral terms 
in reference to Manning. Coombs did 
not respond to email and telephone 
messages.

George Wright, an Army spokesman 
at the Pentagon, said the Army does 
not provide such treatment or sex-
reassignment surgery. He said soldiers 
behind bars are given access to 
psychiatrists and other mental health 
professionals.

A lawsuit could be in the offing. Coombs 
said he will do “everything in my power” 
to make sure Manning gets his way.

And the American Civil Liberties Union, 
the Human Rights Campaign and 
other advocates for gays, bisexuals 
and transgender people said Manning 
deserves the treatment.

“In the United States, it is illegal to 
deny health care to prisoners. That is 
fairly settled law,” said Mara Keisling, 
executive director of the National 
Center for Transgender Equality. “Now 
the Army can claim this isn’t health 
care, but they have the weight of the 
medical profession and science against 
them.”

A Federal Bureau of Prisons policy 
implemented last year requires 
federal prisons to develop treatment 
plans, including hormone treatment 
if necessary, for inmates diagnosed 
with gender-identity disorder. But the 
bureau oversees only civilian prisons.

Manning’s case appeared to be the first 
time the therapy had come up for a 
military prisoner.

Manning, 25, was convicted of 
Espionage Act violations and other 
crimes for turning more than 700,000 
classified military and diplomatic 
documents over to the secrets-spilling 
website WikiLeaks.

Coombs said the soldier could be 
paroled from prison in as little as seven 
years.
After sentencing, Manning was returned 
Thursday to Fort Leavenworth.
Fort Leavenworth is an all-male 
prison. But the staff has some leeway 
to separate soldiers from the other 
inmates based on the risk to themselves 
and others, prison spokesman George 
Marcec said.
Manning would not be allowed to 
wear a wig or bra, and would have to 
meet the military standard for hair, 
Marcec said. In addition, Marcec said 
if Manning wants to go by Chelsea in 
the prison, a name change would have 
to be approved in court and then a 
petition submitted with the Army to 
change its records.
Advocates said gays and transgender 
people are more susceptible to sexual 
assault and other violence in prison.
“She most likely will need to be placed 
with a female prison population 
because she identifies as female,” said 
Jeffrey Parsons, a psychology professor 
at Hunter College in New York.
Under a special agreement, the Army 
sends its female prisoners to a Navy 
women’s jail in Miramar, California. It 
also has an agreement under which 
it can send soldiers to federal civilian 
prisons.
Greg Rinckey, a former Army prosecutor 
and now a lawyer in Albany, New York, 
said the military is adamant about not 
providing hormone treatment: “You 
enlisted as a male, you’re a male, you’re 
going to be incarcerated as a male.”

John Key has said he won't listen to us, 
but if we all get this message out, 

and if we all vote No, then that will be 
a message he can't ignore.

Metiria Turei
GREEN PARTY CO-LEADER

www.greens.org.nz
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Nicola Ókin Frioli Documents 
Muxes In ‘We Are Princesses 

In A Land Of Machos’

http://www.huffingtonpost.com
27th September 2013
Photographer Nicola Ókin Frioli spent 
months traveling across Mexico 
documenting the Muxes, individuals 
who identify as neither men nor women 
but instead embody a third category of 
mixed gender, including an estimated 
3,000 people living in a region of the 
country called Juchitan de Zaragoza.
Frioli shared his photo series, titled 
“We Are Princess In A Land Of Machos,” 
with The Huffington Post and answered 
a few questions about his experiences 
with and understanding of the Muxes.
The Huffington Post: What is the role 
of the Muxes in their society and how 
does that differ from those with more 
traditional minority sexual or gender 
identities?
The Muxes in Juchitan and on the 
surrounding Tehuantepec Isthmus are 
respected, included in municipal jobs in 
the area. That respect, unfortunately, is 
generally not enjoyed by homosexuals 
or [transgender people] in Mexico, 
and probably not anywhere else in the 
world aside from the hijras in India and 
Pakistan, who have a religious role in 
society. The Muxes in Juchitan have 
stayed on to care for their parents in 
their old age. They are the people who 
educate teenagers about sex, given 
that in Zapotec society it is common to 
ask for proof of virginity when a young 
woman gets married.
What inspired you to document the 
Muxes for this photo series? 
I was inspired the first time I heard 
about this subject, while travelling in 
Mexico -- just to know that in a mostly 
machista country, within the republic of 
Mexico, there existed an unusual place 
where [they] could live without threats, 
without being victims of disrespect or 
homophobia.

How long did the series itself take you? 
Where did you travel? 
The Muxes are found in Juchitan de 
Zaragoza, in the state of Oaxaca, within 
the Tehuantepec Isthmus zone. That’s 
the area where you can find them, 
often just by asking the women at the 
town market. Since 2002 I have gone 
there several times, spending days or 
weeks on the project. The last photos 
were taken in 2008-2009.
What did you learn during the process 
of photographing this group of people? 
It was very amazing to learn that 
within Mexico there are many and very 
different cultures, that the matriarchal 
Zapotecs are a people who respect 
diversity, the same diversity that 
the modern Western world has lost 
because of the hypocrisy of thinking 
that we’re all the same. I also learned 
that the Zapotec culture in many 
respects shares characteristics with the 
traditional Arab world that still survives 
today in India and Pakistan.

Steven And Roger 
Ham, Gay Dads, 
Adopt 14 Kids To 
Create Amazing 
Happy Ending

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
25th September 2013
Steven and Roger Ham say they didn’t 
set out to become “superdads,” but the 
Arizona couple have certainly earned the 
moniker as the proud parents of seven boys 
and seven girls.
Despite living in a state where gay marriage 
is still prohibited, the longtime foster 
parents have successfully cleared several 
legal hurdles on their way to adopting a 
family that requires a 15-seat van just to go 
to the park, Today.com reports.
The Hams’ journey began back in 2003, 
when the Phoenix couple took in Michael, 
then 5, a victim of abuse who was living in 
a group home.
But Michael had other relatives in need of 
parents, and the Hams decided to open 
their home to the whole family, bringing 
their total brood to six, reported ABC News. 
Then the Ham’s added even more children: 
Logan, Isabel, Cooper, Olivia, Marcus and 
Ambrose.
In 2010, the couple told a judge they were 
done adding to their family and closed their 
foster and adoptive care licenses, according 
to a July feature published by the Arizona 
Republic. But helping children in need has 
always proved an irresistible pull for the 
Hams, and their judge cautioned that one 
should “never say never.”
Sure enough, last January the men -- who 
were named among Esquire’s “Fathers 
of the Year 2012” -- were watching the 
news when they learned about a sad case 
involving an abused 4-year-old girl and 
her 2-year-old brother. In a fateful twist, it 
turned out that the little girl was actually 
their daughter Ambrose’s half-sibling.
“And we blamed ourselves,” Roger told the 
Republic. “Why didn’t we get them earlier? 
Could we have prevented this?”
One month later, the Ham’s had welcomed 
both Bella and her 2-year-old brother Julian 
into their home.
“Their hearts are amazing,” Heather Shew-
Plummer, the Hams’ adoption case worker, 
told Today.com. “They will fight all day to 
get what they need for their kids.”
In the end, it’s all about the children. As 
Steven told ABC in 2011, “These guys will 
have each other the rest of their lives.”
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Modern Pilgrimage
Spiritual pilgrimages are becoming more popular

Kia ora whanau! As a youngster 
watching many movies like Merlin and 
Robin Hood, that showed pilgrims on 
a venture, on foot with long wooden 
sticks as their only protection, roughing 
it in the forest and risking predation 
from wild animals and enemies really 
intrigued me. I never really understood 
why people left their homes to go on 
long walks to sacred spiritual and 
religious places of significance to 
them. It really is an interesting part of 
human history globally and no doubt 
our ancestors have shared through the 
generations their stories. Pilgrimages 
can be large scale or small and I sourced 
this article that shares a little history 
and also something of interest where 
travel agencies are now incorporating 
pilgrimage expeditions.
http://acfnewsource.org.s60463.gridserver.
com/religion/modern_pilgrimage.html
The Osgood File: (CBS Radio Network): 
6/17/04 - 7/12/05

“Pilgrimage” is a powerful word. 
Historically its meaning is “a journey 
to a sacred place,” and it brings to 
mind images of medieval knights on a 
noble path, Buddhist travelers wending 
their way down mountain roads, and 
Muslims gathering in Mecca. As more 
modern day spiritual seekers are 
discovering, there are many ways to be 
a pilgrim, but one of the most popular 
is to take a “sacred travel” tour, which 
is a guided trip to a religious or spiritual 
destination. Beliefnet.com, a multi-faith 
web community, has begun offering 
sacred travel tours. Participants in the 
trips say they have come back renewed 
and fundamentally changed. 
The ancient notion of pilgrimage, 
present in almost all the world’s 
religions, reflects a human desire 
for fulfillment. Throughout history, 
pilgrimage has been a religious 
phenomenon that set people on a 
physical journey that yielded spiritual 
results. All of the world religions have 
some sense of pilgrimage. Many Jews 
visit Jerusalem, while Muslims travel 
to Mecca or visit the tombs of Sunni 
saints. Buddhists journey to Tibet, and 
Hindus go to Benares. Catholicism has 
a rich history of pilgrimage, dating back 
to the Medieval period, when pilgrims 

TANIWHA

Taniwha
kaitiaki
guardian

traveled to major churches, such as 
Chartres, France, or visited the sites 
where saints had lived, such as Assisi, 
Italy and the Spanish trail to Santiago 
de Compostela. Religiously motivated 
travelers continue to visit these and 
other sites today, but many more are 
doing so through the growing industry 
of spiritual travel agencies. They say 
the element of awe, the strongest 
component of spiritual transformation, 
can be best inspired by visiting a 
faraway place, a well-known religious 
shrine, or in experiencing the beauty 
and power of nature. They emphasize 
that spirituality itself is inherent in 
pilgrimage. Without the spiritual 
element a pilgrimage becomes a 
vacation or an exotic diversion.
William H. Swatos, Jr., sociologist and 
editor of From Medieval Pilgrimage 
to Religious Tourism: The Social and 
Cultural Economics of Piety, says, 
“There is a debate over what is a ‘real’ 
pilgrimage. There is a certain narrative 
about the term, a romantic notion, 
the part ….that everybody who went 
on pilgrimage was very religious and 
went for deeply religious motivations. 
That isn’t really true. Not that they 
were unreligious or irreligious, 
but there were many reasons 
for going on pilgrimage, and 
there still are.” For example, in 
the Medieval period, what you 
don’t see now,” he says, “people 
used to be sent on pilgrimages 
either for religious or civil 
penance. One of the real shifts 
in pilgrimage is away from the 
penitential aspect of pilgrimage. 
This is where the purist scholars 
of pilgrimage put down the 
modern pilgrimage.”
Today, Swatos says, pilgrims 
travel for many reasons. One of 
these is personal need, the belief 
that being in a sacred location 
can bring healing, spiritual 
awakening, or other positive 
desires. “Some people believe 
today if they go to Lourdes or if 
they go to the Ganges, they’ve 
been told—either by a guru or 
they have read it—that they 
will receive healing. Muslims 

go to the tombs of Sunni saints, 
circumambulate the tombs seeking 
some favor from the saints. They’re 
going for a purpose, whether it’s healing 
or they want a marriage or they want to 
get pregnant or whatever,” says Swatos. 
Another big difference between today’s 
pilgrims and those in the past is that 
today’s are likely to any or all of these 
places, not just where their particular 
faith prescribes – a Catholic will go to 
Mecca, or a Muslim to Lourdes just as 
often as the other way around.
In partnership with Sacred Travel, an 
agency based in Los Angeles, Beliefnet.
com began offering spiritually themed 
trips in 2003. Groups went to Bhutan, 
which is one of the last Buddhist 
kingdoms in the world, and more 
recently to Ireland, which is home to 
both Celtic Christian and nature-based 
pagan pilgrimage sites. Laura Sheahen, 
the religion producer for Beliefnet, 
conceived of and organized the trips 
because she saw a desire among her 
readership to get something lasting 
from their travels. “People are trying 
to go on trips now that are more 
meaningful,” and “transformative” in 
the sense that a pilgrimage is.



TATOU-

www.tapatoru.org.nz              OCTOBER 2013 Page 31
INTERNATIONAL

Owner of PNG’s 
doomed Rabaul 

Queen ferry charged
http://www.rnzi.com/pages/news.
php?op=read&id=78444
20th August 2013

The owner of the Rabaul Queen ferry 
which sank and killed more than 140 
people off Papua New Guinea’s Morobe 
coast in early 2012 has been charged 
with 162 counts of manslaughter.
Peter Sharp was arrested by police in 
Kokopo yesterday before charges were 
laid, including for criminal negligence 
and taking an unseaworthy ship to sea.
A commission of inquiry nearly a year 
ago found the ferry was unseaworthy, 
overloaded and should not have been 
sailing.
It said Peter Sharp showed gross 
disrespect by having passengers travel 
in inhumane conditions.
Police media spokesman Inspector 
David Terry says the police investigations 
took as long as they did because they 
needed to be meticulous and extensive.
“Statements were collected from 
witnesses in Rabaul, the Autonomous 
Region of Bougainville, Lae, Madang 
and Goroka. Mr Sharp was taken to 
the police station in Kokopo where he 
was formally charged, and he’s now in 
police custody.”
David Terry says Peter Sharp is due to 
appear in court today [21 August 2013] 
when his lawyers are expected to apply 
for bail.

Islan Nettles, NYC 
Transgender Woman, 

Dies After Injuries 
Sustained In 

Alleged Hate Crime
http://www.huffingtonpost.com
20th August 2013
By Mathew Katz, DNA Info

HARLEM — A transgender woman who 
was savagely beaten over the weekend 
by a man shouting homophobic slurs in 
Harlem died of her injuries on Thursday 
in what police are investigating as a 
hate crime, authorities said.

Islan Nettles, 21, was taken off life 
support at Harlem Hospital after she 
was declared brain dead from injuries 

she suffered in the attack, cops said. 
She had been clinging to life since being 
rushed to the hospital late Saturday 
night, police said.

Nettles was out with several other 
transgender women at 11 p.m. 
Saturday when she ran across a group 
of men near West 148th Street and 
Eighth Avenue — directly across from 
the housing bureau’s Police Service 
Area 6 precinct.

When the man realized that Nettles 
and her friends were transgender, they 
began throwing punches and yelling 
homophobic slurs, cops said.

Nettles, who also went by Vaughn 
Nettles and Alon Nettles, was taken 
to Harlem Hospital, but could not be 
revived, cops said.

A 20-year-old man, whose identity was 
not immediately released, was arrested 
in connection with the attack, police 
said. He was initially charged with 
misdemeanor assault, but cops said 
they expected to upgrade the charges 
on Friday.

According to Nettles’ LinkedIn page, she 
planned to work in the fashion industry, 
and had worked as an intern at Harlem 
design house Ay’ Medici.

“Fashion became a definite decision for 
my life after my first show with my hand 
designed garments in high school at the 
11th grade,” she wrote.

German tuatara, 
240m years old, 

discovered
http://home.nzcity.co.nz/news/article.
aspx?id=174754
2nd October 2013

A 240-million-year-old fossil bone found 
in Germany has added up to 15 million 
years to the history of New Zealand’s 
tuatara.

The 1cm-long jaw bone was dug up in 
Vellberg.

The find pushes back the history of the 
tuatara by a further 10 to 15 million 
years.

Rainer Schoch of the Stuttgart Natural 
History Museum said in the magazine 
BMC Evolutionary Biology that the find, 
along with later discoveries including 
a complete skeleton, would provide 
further knowledge on the evolution of 

the line of reptiles.

They are related to both snakes and 
monitor lizards.

The species, which measured between 
five and 10 centimetres, has the unusual 
characteristic of the teeth growing 
directly out of the jaw.

“Our early specimen is a very complete 
tuatara,” Dr Schoch said.

Tuatara, often described as “living 
fossils,” continue to live on several 
islands off the New Zealand coast.

“I don’t like the term ‘living fossil’ but 
this is the case here to some extent. This 
line is very long and very conservative,” 
Dr Schoch said.

The site in south-western Germany has 
yielded more than 25 new species over 
the past 13 years. Dr Schoch hopes that 
many more will be found in the rocks.

The biggest finds at Vellberg range up 
to 6 metres in length.

Paleontologists from Washington, 
Buenos Aires, London and Berlin are 
assisting with the dig.

Mars one-way a 
‘worthy sacrifice’ 

www.stuff.co.nz
6th August 2013
By Tim Elliott

APPLIED: Michael 
Tamits hopes to 
be selected to go 
to Mars to start a 
human colony - all 
to be broadcast as a 
reality TV show.

Michael Tamits hasn’t done much 
travel; the furthest he’s been is the 
Gold Coast. Understandably then, the 
18-year-old Adelaide student is pretty 
excited about a little interplanetary 
jaunt he’s got planned for 2023 - a 
225-million-kilometre one-way space 
trip to a place called Mars. 

‘’How could you not be excited?’’ 
Tamits asks. 

‘’This is without doubt the most 
ambitious life endeavour known to 
man.’’ 

Tamits is one of 78,000 people 
worldwide who has applied to become 
part of Mars One, a Dutch-led initiative 
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to establish a human colony on Mars by 
2023. 

Founded by Dutch entrepreneur Bas 
Lansdorp, the project aims to spend 
US$6billion transporting rovers and 
supplies ahead of the humans, who 
will arrive every two years in groups of 
four, two men and two women, ideally. 
By the mid 2030s, there should be 24 
to 40 people on the red planet, playing 
Scrabble and doing the dishes. 

‘’The one-way aspect is a bit scary,’’ 
Tamits says. 

‘’But when you think on the grand scale 
- the knowledge we will learn from it 
and the sense of accomplishment - it 
would be a worthy sacrifice.’’ 

Lansdorp has set up the Mars One 
Foundation to raise funds. (Candidates 
also pay a $30 application fee.) 

But the bulk of the money will come 
via the search for colonists, the final 
rounds of which will be a broadcast as a 
reality TV show next year. 

Wussy Earthlings need not apply. The 
winners will be subjected to eight 
gruelling years of astronaut training in 
the US, where they will learn dentistry, 
emergency medicine, engineering, 
biology and mechanics. 

The journey will take seven months (no 
showers, wet wipes only). 

Upon arrival they will be confronted 
by a waterless wasteland, ravaged by 
dust storms and radiation. Such is the 
distance to Earth that the best possible 
video call would have a seven-minute 
delay. 

Not that this has put off expat Paul 
Leeming. 

‘’To inspire humanity to push further and 
further out, so that we may finally be 
able to call ourselves an interplanetary 
species, that’s what motivates me,’’ 
says the 40-year-old, who is working as 
a film director in Tokyo. 

He says he was trained by the air force 
and was an airline pilot in Papua New 
Guinea. He is not afraid of the journey, 
nor of not seeing friends and family 
again. 

‘’What I fear, if you can call it that, is 
that we, as a species, take the safe road 
and don’t try to exceed our limits.’’ 

Jodie Foster dating 
Ellen DeGeneres’ ex

http://tvnz.co.nz
1st October 2013

Jodie Foster is dating Ellen DeGeneres’ 
ex-girlfriend, Alexandra Hedison.
The 50-year-old actress - who split 
from Cydney Bernard in 2008 after 20 
years together - is in a relationship with 
photographer Alexandra Hedison. 
A source told E! News: “It’s pretty 
serious. They’re totally in love.”
Alexandra dated Ellen for three years 
before the couple split in 2004 and the 
chat show host went on to marry Portia 
de Rossi. 
Earlier this year Jodie publicly 
acknowledged her sexuality for the first 
time as she accepted the Cecil B. DeMille 
Award - which is given in recognition 
of outstanding achievement - at the 
Golden Globe Awards.
She explained she felt the time was 
right to confirm she is gay but joked it 
didn’t mean she was about to subject 
people to a fly-on-the-wall account 
of her personal life - because she isn’t 
interesting enough.
She said: “A big coming out speech 
tonight ... I already did my coming out 
about a thousand years ago, back in the 
stone age.
“In those very quaint days when a fragile 
young girl would open up to trusted 
friends, and family, co-workers and 
then gradually, proudly, to everyone 
who knew her.
“To everyone she actually met. But now, 
apparently I’m told, that every celebrity 
is expected to give the details of their 
private life with a press conference, a 
fragrance and a prime time reality show 
... I’m sorry, that’s just not me and it 
never will be.
“But please support me because my 
reality show would be so boring. I would 
have to make out with Marion Cotillard, 
and spank Daniel Craig’s bottom just to 
stay on the air.”
Jodie - who began her career when 
she was just three years old - admitted 
being in the public eye for so long was 
one of the reasons why she had never 
acknowledged her sexuality.
She added: “But seriously, if you had 
been a public figure since the time you 
were a toddler.

“If you had to fight for a life that felt real 
and honest and normal, then maybe 
then too you’d value privacy about all 
else.
“Someday in the future, people will 
look back and remember how beautiful 
it once was. I have given everything up 
there since the time that I was three 
years old and that’s a reality show 
enough, don’t you think.”

First Ever Trans Lead 
Character Coming To 
U.S. Prime Time TV

http://transnews.org/2013/09/17/first-
trans-lead-character-us-tv/
17th September 2013

A new drama about a transgender 
teenager has been green-lit by US 
broadcaster The CW. Ze will revolve 
around a female-to-male transgender 
teen and his family.
After the teenager comes out to his 
family and starts living as a male, his 
already dysfunctional family spin into 
identity crises of their own, leaving him 
to discover he is the most well-adjusted 
of them all.
Ze will be penned by Brooklyn-
based writer-playwright Kyle Jarrow 
and executive produced by Michael 
London, known for his work on the 
Oscar-winning biopic Milk, about 
San Francisco gay rights activist and 
politician Harvey Milk.
The show is a first in the USA, as no 
prime time show has had a trans lead 
character before. (Trans characters 
have had their own shows in other 
countries.)
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Botched transsexual chooses euthanasia
www.stuff.co.nz
2nd October 2013 

Nancy Verhelst was the girl nobody 
wanted.

She was given the storage room above 
the garage as a bedroom. Her mother 
told her she didn’t want her: “If only 
you had been a boy.”

In 2009, Verhelst, from Belgium, 
started hormone therapy to become a 
man. She had a mastectomy and last 
year underwent surgery to construct a 
penis.

But the new Verhelst, now named 
Nathan, didn’t like what he saw in the 
mirror. His body was rejecting the sex 
change.

“None of these operations worked 
as desired,” he said. “I was ready to 
celebrate my new birth, but when I 
looked in the mirror, I was disgusted 
with myself. My new breasts did not 
match my expectations and my new 
penis had symptoms of rejection. I do 
not want to be a monster.”

Verhelst, 44, could not live with his 
new body and chose to end his life. On 
Monday, he was legally killed on the 
grounds of “unbearable psychological 
suffering”.
The man who carried out the 
lethal injection was Professor Wim 
Distelmans, who made headlines 
last year when he ended the lives of 
congenitally deaf twins who were going 
blind.
Verhelst explained his decision to a 
newspaper just hours before his death. 
“While my brothers were celebrated, 
I got a storage room above the garage 
as a bedroom. ‘If only you had been 
a boy’, my mother complained. I was 
tolerated, nothing more,” he told Het 
Laatste Nieuws.

He informed his family of his decision to 
die in a letter. “I had happy times, but 
the balance is on the wrong side,” he 
wrote.

Euthanasia is legal in Belgium if certain 
conditions are met: if those wish to 
die have made their wishes clear and 
a doctor judges that they are suffering 
unbearable pain.

According to official figures, there were 
1432 deaths by medical euthanasia in 
Belgium last year, up on 1133 the year 
before.

Where can I get support and help from?
Below is a list of some of the services 
available which offer support, 
information and help. All services are 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week unless otherwise specified.

Lifeline - 0800 543 354 or (09) 5222 999 
within Auckland
Depression Helpline (8 am to 12 
midnight) - 0800 111 757
Healthline - 0800 611 116

Kidsline (aimed at children up to 14 
years of age; 4 pm to 6 pm weekdays) - 
0800 54 37 54 (0800 kidsline)
Samaritans - 0800 726 666 (for 
callers from the Lower North Island, 
Christchurch and West Coast) or 0800 
211 211 / (04) 473 9739 (for callers 
from all other regions)
Suicide Crisis Helpline (aimed at those 
in distress, or those who are concerned 
about the wellbeing of someone else; 
12 noon to 12 midnight) - 0508 828 865 
(0508 TAUTOKO)
Suicide Prevention Information New 
Zealand - www.spinz.org.nz
Youthline - 0800 376 633, free text 234 
or email talk@youthline.co.nz
What’s Up (for 5-18 year olds; 1 pm to 
11 pm) - 0800 942 8787
www.depression.org.nz
www.thelowdown.co.nz - visit the 
website, email team@thelowdown.
co.nz or free text 5626 (emails and text 
messages will be responded to between 
12 noon and 12 midnight).

Facebook
Nathan Verhelst thought his sex change surgery had turned him into a monster.

Where!

Where!

I dunno! Where ever 
its gone - its gone 

really fast aye!

Beat around the Bush!  ChooChoo and how fast time flys!

Where’s time 
gone ChooChoo?

Where!
Where’s 
What?
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Kylar W. Broadus To 
Lead Transgender 
Civil Rights Project

http://transnews.org/2013/09/17/first-
trans-lead-character-us-tv/
9th September 2013

The National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force has named Kylar W. Broadus as 
Senior Public Policy Counsel of the 
Transgender Civil Rights Project.

Broadus has enjoyed a prolific career 
as an activist, writer, lawyer, professor, 
lobbyist and public speaker. As an 
attorney, Broadus practiced with a focus 
on LGBT law, particularly, transgender 
rights. He currently serves as faculty at 
Lincoln University in Missouri.

In 2012, Broadus was awarded the 
Susan J. Hyde Activism Award for 
Longevity in the Movement at the 
Task Force’s National Conference on 
LGBT Equality: Creating Change. That 
same year, he made history as the 
first transgender American to testify 
before the U.S. Senate on behalf of the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 
Broadus’ testimony was also personal, 
because he has faced discrimination 
due to his gender identity.

Sigourney Weaver: Gorillas 
are more evolved than 

anti-gay humans
http://www.gaystarnews.com/article/
sigourney-weaver-gorillas-are-more-
evolved-anti-gay-humans171013
17th October 2013
By Joshua Poncil 

US actress Sigourney 
Weaver has said 
gorillas are superior to 
humans ‘in every way’ 
because gorillas are 
not homophobic.

The ‘Alien’ actress was speaking after 
her gay teen suicide PFLAG film Prayers 
for Bobby was screened on National 
Coming Out Day.

Speaking to The Advocate, she said 
human beings are still ‘wrapped up in 
religion and shame’.

‘I’m very impatient with our species,’ 
she said. ‘I don’t think gorillas in the 
wild do this. They are superior to us in 
every way.
‘Because I feel we have so many things 
to learn from other species.

‘Maybe because our brains are big 
and we have thumbs, we stay up here 
[pointing to head], instead of down 
here [pointing to chest]’.

Weaver also highlighted her thoughts 
on the homophobic law in Russia, and 
whether a boycott is appropriate for 
the Sochi Olympics.
She added: ‘I’m incredibly surprised 
by the way that Putin is digging in and 
becoming a real dictator.

‘He was a sort of secret dictator and 
now, with everything’s he’s done, it’s 
radical, it’s such a frightening time. It’s 
crazy to have someone say, “You can’t 
be you in this country.”

‘I think it’s very hard to say to these 
young people who’ve trained so hard 
that we should boycott the Olympics.

‘But I think it’s an excellent opportunity 
to make it clear how the world thinks 
about this. 

‘I think the Olympics may be a great way 
for some, without trying to be shocking, 
but trying to be exuberant and show 
the world what it means to be gay. How 
can you resist that?’

Weaver speaks out against Russia’s 
recently passed law which prohibits 
‘propaganda of non-traditional sexual 
relations’ to minors in the country.

AUCKLAND’s
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Oxygen Bar
BodySlim 

& Products
‘treat yourself’



Chiropractic
Scrambled Nerve Messages 
By now you know that your brain, spinal cord and all the 
nerves of your body control and regulate every cell, tissue, 
organ and system. Your brain sends nerve messages down 
the spinal cord, and then out from between each spinal 
joint to every part of your body.

Beat the heart! Secrete enzymes! Inhale! Exhale! Perspire! 
More stomach acid! Blink!

Then, each organ and tissue originates its own messages 
back to the brain, confirming that the instruction was 
received and acted upon.

The integrity of this feedback loop is vital if you want to be 
healthy.

These nerve messages to or from your brain can get 
scrambled or distorted. It happens more often than you think. 
We call these subluxations. And chiropractors are the only 
licensed professionals who detect and reduce subluxations. 
If you know someone who isn’t enjoying optimal health, he 
or she probably has subluxations. Urge them to give us a call.

Celebrating a New You!
Your body performs trillions of tasks each day, without any 
conscious input from you. One such task is replacing old 
cells with brand new ones.

You get a new stomach lining every 5 days, new skin every 
28 days, a new liver every 6 weeks–your body is in a state of 
constant renewal.

In the course of every hour, your body produces one trillion 
new cells. This process allows your body to repair itself, 
constructing a whole new you.

It’s in this renewal that the power of chiropractic care is 
magnified. How?

Your body looks to its current pattern and structure to guide 
the placement of new cells. Regular chiropractic helps 
reduce unhealthy structures.

As new cells replace old cells they do so using the healthier 
pattern. This is the nature of healing.

That’s exactly what “wellness” is all about: working with your 
body to achieve the best “you” possible!

Long-Term Lifestyle or Short-Term 
Diet?
Picture yourself training for a 10K race. Or a marathon. 
Because of your training and preparations you finish the 
race with a better time than you imagined. Congratulations!

74 Park Road, Miramar, Wellington

Phone: 04 891 0911
Fax: 04 891 0912
email: drcomely@totalhealthchiro.co.nz

www.totalhealthchiro.co.nz

Dr David Comely
BSc.(Chiro), Cert. AK

Then you decide to stop training. After all, you’ve reached 
your goal.

Do you think your body will maintain that strength and 
endurance? Of course not.

Spinal health works much the same. That’s why many choose 
to remain on some type of maintenance or wellness care to 
help them stay well after they get well.

That’s why you might want to think of your chiropractic care 
as a long-term lifestyle choice, rather than a temporary 
“diet.” Because the results you enjoy are more likely to stay 
with you if you stick to your “training schedule.”

If you or someone you know has fallen into the “post-race 
slump,” contact us. We’ll help your body return to optimal 
function so you can be your best every day.

Lifestyle Decisions
Lifestyle decisions and long-term neglect can produce 
obesity, diabetes, hypertension, heart disease and other 
health problems. But since symptoms can take years to 
appear, these issues are easy to overlook.

If pressing a button instead of taking the stairs immediately 
resulted in a visible weight gain, you’d head for the stairs.

If expressing anger, envy or grief instantly created a stomach 
ulcer, you’d watch what you say.

But it can take years for the earliest symptoms to show up 
and by then, the problem has advanced. “It won’t happen 
to me,” we lie to ourselves.

Yet, the damage is done. That’s why our most health 
conscious clients see us on a regular basis. Can chiropractic 
care reverse years of neglect? No. But periodic checkups 
may catch problems before they become serious.

Has it been a while since your last visit? Give us a call.
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THE ‘GYPTIANS’ CLUB

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/07/070727-
egypt-toe.html
27th July 2007
By Christine Dell’Amore

When this mummy lived, 
she was able to walk like an 
Egyptian—thanks to a false toe.

The toe, made of wood and 
leather, may be the world’s earliest known functional 
prosthetic, experts say.

The current earliest known prosthesis is an artificial leg found 
in Italy that dates back to 300 B.C. That’s several hundred 
years younger than the Egyptian toe, which dates to between 
1000 and 600 B.C.

A woman between 50 and 60 used the well-worn prosthetic, 
and the amputation site of her toe seems to have healed 
successfully, Jacky Finch, of the University of Manchester in 
the United Kingdom, said in a statement.

To see if the toe really works, Finch is gathering a group of 
volunteers who have lost their right big toes to wear a replica 
of the Egyptian toe.

Finch will also test a second Egyptian prosthetic toe from the 
same time period. That toe, made of a sort of papier mache, 
is on display at the British Museum.

Replicas from both toes will be tested at the Human 
Performance Laboratory at the nearby University of Salford.
“If we can prove that one or both were functional,” Finch 
said, “then we will have pushed back prosthetic medicine by 
as much as 700 years.”

The ‘GYPTIANS’ Club

www.stuff.co.nz
5th October 2013
A band of seven kea have been kicked out of a Christian 
campground in Kaiteriteri for continuing bad behaviour. 
Four kea from a mob of seven were caught with net guns on 
Thursday and shifted to the Rainbow ski field area in Nelson 
Lakes. 
Last month a group of six kea causing chaos in the beach 
settlement were shifted to Canaan Downs. 
Department of Conservation kea expert and Kea Conservation 
Trust worker Corey Mosen said the birds usually dispersed 
on their own, but the campground was “too entertaining” 
to ignore. 
He thought their home territory was located in native bush 
slightly uphill from the motor camp. 
“They were just coming into the campground and chewing 
on anything that got left outside. 
“They were upsetting everyone.” 
As the birds can easily fly 40km in a day, Mr Mosen said they 
could return without too much difficulty if they wanted to, 
but he hoped better food sources at Rainbow might convince 
them to stay. 
“There’s a lot of nice beech forest there that will hopefully 
keep them occupied.” 
Each bird was tagged before release, and one male had a 
transmitter attached so DOC could track him. The kea were 
not too upset by their capture or removal. 
“They’re quite chilled out for a bird, they didn’t really mind 
being in a box. When we let them go they just slowly popped 
out and mucked around for a while before flying away.” 
Mr Mosen said DOC had tried to catch the remaining kea 
yesterday, but only two showed up and did not come within 
range of the net guns. 
DOC will leave the remainder of the flock at Kaiteriteri. 
Bethany Park office manager Sue Armstrong said the kea 
were beautiful birds, but their destructive side was “very 
unnecessary”. They had been causing a nuisance at the 
campsite for about a month. 
“It’s just that they’ve been dancing around on people’s 
roofs and some of them have got solar panels, and they go 
underneath the vans and there’s hoses and things down 
there that can be damaged.” 
She said the last straw was when the birds had “got their 
beaks in and made a big hole” on the top of a campervan 
owned by campers who were holidaying in Britain. The hole 
was big enough to need repairs off-site and required an 
insurance claim. 
But kea also have friends in high places with West Coast 
Tasman MP Damien O’Connor 
fronting the kea’s 2013 Bird of the 
Year campaign this year. He said the 
kea was one of the most intelligent 
wild animals in the world, praising it 
as “the smartest, most beautiful and 
unique mountain parrot.” 

Naughty kea caught, 
banished from camp 

TOO CHEEKY: Seven kea have been 
kicked out of a Christian campground in 
Kaiteriteri for bad behaviour. 

Mummies’ Fake Toes Could 
Be First Prosthetics
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CELEBRITY

http://www.allmusic.com/artist/10cc-
mn0000502163/biography
Artist Biography by Jason Ankeny
Deriving their name from the metric 
total of semen ejaculated by the 
average male, the tongue-in-cheek 
British art-pop band 10cc comprised 
an all-star roster of Manchester-based 
musicians: vocalist/guitarist Graham 
Gouldman was a former member of the 
Mockingbirds and the author of hits for 
the Yardbirds, the Hollies, Herman’s 
Hermits and Jeff Beck; singer/guitarist 
Eric Stewart was an alum of Wayne 
Fontana & the Mindbenders; and 
vocalists/multi-instrumentalists Kevin 
Godley and Lol Creme were both highly 
regarded studio players. Formed in 
1970, 10cc began as a session unit 
dubbed Hotlegs; after establishing 
residence at Stewart’s Strawberry 
Studios, Hotlegs scored a surprise U.K. 
smash with the single “Neanderthal 
Man,” subsequently issuing an LP, 
Thinks: School Times and touring with 
the Moody Blues.
After signing to Jonathan King’s U.K. 
label and rechristening themselves 
10cc (a name suggested by King 
himself), the group backed Neil Sedaka 
before recording 1972’s “Donna,” a sly 
satire of late-’50s doo wop. The single 
reached the number two position on 
the British charts, establishing not only 
a long-running string of major hits, but 
also the quartet’s fondness for ironic 
and affectionate reclamations of musty 
pop styles. The follow-up, “Rubber 
Bullets,” topped the charts in 1973, and 
both the subsequent single “The Dean 
and I” (a nostalgic look at academia 
recalling Jerry Lee Lewis’ “High School 
Confidential”) and an eponymously 
titled debut LP further solidified 10cc as 
a major force in British pop.
Sheet Music While 1974’s Sheet 
Music and singles, including the Brian 
Wilson-esque “Wall Street Shuffle,” 
“Silly Love” and “Life Is a Minestrone” 
continued 10cc’s dominance of the 
U.K. charts, they found the American 
market virtually impenetrable prior to 
the release of 1975’s “I’m Not in Love,” 
which topped the charts at home and 
climbed as high as number two in the 
States. After 1975’s Original Soundtrack 
and the next year’s How Dare You!, 
Godley and Creme exited to focus on 
video production as well as developing 
the Gizmo, a guitar modification device 
the duo invented. In the wake of their 
departure, Gouldman and Stewart 

continued on alone, enlisting 
the aid of session men to 
record 1977’s Deceptive 
Bends, highlighted by the 
perennial “The Things We Do 
for Love.”

Bloody Tourists After 
recruiting guitarist Rick 
Fenn, keyboardist Tony 
O’Malley and drummer 
Stuart Tosh as full-time 
members, 10cc returned in 
1978 with Bloody Tourists, 
which yielded the number 
one reggae nod “Dreadlock 
Holiday.” Following a series 
of unsuccessful efforts, 
including 1980s Look Hear?, 1981’s 10 
Out of 10 and 1983’s Window in the 
Jungle, the group disbanded; while 
Stewart produced Sad Cafe and worked 
with Paul McCartney, Gouldman 
supervised recordings for the Ramones 
and Gilbert O’Sullivan before joining 
Andrew Gold in the duo Wax. In 1992, 
the original lineup of 10cc reunited 
for the LP Meanwhile, while only 
Gouldman and Stewart remained for 
1993’s Mirror Mirror.

Active: 1970s - 2010s
Formed: 1972 in Manchester, England
Genre: Pop/Rock
Styles: Album Rock, Art Rock, 
Contemporary Pop/Rock, Prog-Rock, 
Soft Rock

Group Members: Eric Stewart, Graham 
Gouldman, Keith Hayman, Kevin 
Godley, Lol Creme, Paul Burgess, Rick 
Fenn, Stuart Tosh, Tony O’Malley.

Wednesday, 11 September 2013, 11:48 am
Press Release: The Publicity Machine

Media Release:  Tuesday 10 September 2013

TICKETS ON SALE TOMORROW [11 September 2013]

Lynyrd Skynyrd, Starship featuring Mickey Thomas & 10cc

Tickets go on sale tomorrow [11 Sept] for the Summer Concert Tour to be 
held in Taupo, Matakana and Queenstown next February.  Promoters have 
had a huge response to the announcement that classic rock legends Lynyrd 
Skynyrd and Starship featuring Mickey Thomas (of Jefferson Starship fame) 

will be touring NZ for the first time along with iconic British group 10cc.
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WORD FIND

WORDS TO FIND:
ADHB
AKAVAINE
AUNTYWAI
BROWNACTON
CRISP
DISCRIMINATION
DREADLOCK HOLIDAY
FAAFAFINE
FAKALEITI
FEMININE
FONO
FRANWHAITIRI
HINEMOA
HITCHED
JODIEFOSTER
JUSTICE
KAMEHAMEHA
KRD
KYLAR
LADYPENELOPE

All the words used in the Word Find can be found within this issue 
of Tātou. If there are more than two words to find, then the words 
will be found as one single word with no gaps between them eg: 
FRAN WHAITIRI will be found as FRANWHAITIRI.

D B O U T I N T H E S Q U A R E F O A E
R R A D H B S I R I T I A H W N A R F K
E O P R O S T H E T I C S R E E T F Y A
A W F A K A L E I T I C V A T S X L O M
D N O W A S U P E R D A D S E I A B O E
L A D Y P E N E L O P E R T N R A S I H
O C I O D X E G A M I R G L I P B I G A
C T S R P U T A R N O L M P F U Z G F M
K O C E U M O L P E T E R T A Y L O R E
H N R U B M A O R I K L O B F U N U E H
O N I F E M I N I N E E P Q A O B R N A
L O M N R A S D X I M E E B A O T N I N
I Z I A T U O S L O O H C S F S N E A M
D H N O Y A S E F I L E V O L A D Y V C
A L A V A L A V A V E D E E P L O R A I
Y E T E L Y T S E F I L H O L L I N K P
C R I S P O T U A T A R A C B O R R A S
A J O D I E F O S T E R D E H C T I H I
Z E N U R S I N G V A U N T Y W A I N T
J U S T I C E L L E N N O D O E I S O R

LAVALAVA
LIFESTYLE
LOVELIFE
MAORI
MUXES
NURSING
OUTINTHESQUARE
PETERTAYLOR
PILGRIMAGE
PROSTHETICS
PUBERTY
ROSIEODONNELL
ROYWARD
SCHOOLSOUT
SIGOURNEY
SUPERDADS
THRILLSEEKER
TUATARA
UPRISE
VERHELST



WEBSITE PICKS
www.greens.org.nz
http://www.getthetools.org.
nz/community-tools/meet-the-
blokes/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/
auckland/local-news/north-
shore-times/9240053/
Executive-defends-charter-
schools
http://www.kickstarter.com/
projects/alialvarez/the-journey-
a-film-about-butterflies-people-
and-ho

FACEBOOK
YOU TUBE PICKS
Cyberbullying article and you.tube
http://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/
l o c a l - n e w s / n o r t h - s h o r e -
times/9225472/Steps-to-stop-
bullying
Kitten refuses to let go of pizza
http://news.yahoo.com/video/
kitten-refuses-let-pizza-052819498.
html
The Lift
h t t p : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=NeXMxuNNlE8
The haka before the haka
h t t p : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=QAB6aXOfUmU
Goats of Morocco
http://www.myamazingearth.
c o m / 2 0 1 2 / 0 9 / u n b e l i e va b l e -
climbing-goats-of-morocco/
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CLASSIFIEDS

Me Inoi 
Tatou

Kia tau ki a tatou katoa,
te atawhai o tō tatou 

Ariki a Ihu Karaiti
Me te aroha o te Atua

me te whiwhingā 
tahitanga

ki te wairua tapu
Āke! Ake! 

Āmine.

- Closing Prayer -
Bestow on us all

The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ

The love of God 
and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit

Now and forever more!
Amen.

IN MEMORIAM

Geoffrey Charles BUSCH 
GEERTSEMA (Nana) passed 
away 10 September 2012 in 
Wellington.

Charles JONES JP QSM 
passed away 23 August 2011 
in Pattaya, Thailand and laid 
to rest in Westport.

25-27 October 2013 
(Labour weekend)

Venue: Waipapa Marae 
16 Wynyard Street 

Auckland University
Powhiri/Welcome: 

5.30pm
Registration: Fees will be 

$35 unwaged and 
$55 waged

Contact Details
http://www.getiton.co.nz/pasifika/

love-life-fono-4/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/

LoveLifeFono

Chrissy WITOKO a dear 
friend who passed away 
5 November 2002 in 
Wellington.

Arthur TAUHORE passed 
away 18 November 1993 in 
Wellington.

NEW PRICES!
ADULT $28.50 $17.50
CHILD  $  9.00
(5 - 8yrs)

FAMILY $71.50 $44.00
(2 adults, up to 3 children)

2 kms from downtown 
Wellington. The only 

public access to Zealandia 
is at the end of Waiapu 

Road, Wellington
Every day 10am - 5pm
except Christmas Day.

Last valley entry at 4pm.

When: Thu 17 Oct, 8:30pm
 Fri 18 Oct, 6:30pm

Where:  Q Auckland, 
 305 Queen Street 
 Auckland CBD
Restrictions: All Ages
Tickets: 0800 TICKETEK
Website: www.tempo.co.nz

A festival favourite of 
cutting-edge dance from 
choreographers in their 
prime. Featuring new works 
by Katie Burton, Felicity 
Molloy, Tia Reihana and Val 
Smith.
This Is Ours – is directed by Katie 
Burton, and co-created by perform-
ers Shanelle Lenehan, Jessie McCall 
and Georgie Goater. Original sound 
by Josh Rutter.

Disarm – Felicity Molloy Disarm’s 
dreamscape stories speak to discon-
nects between ages; dark and with 
a feel of ancient Irish (5 generations 
ago, I came from there!). Strangely 
elusive faces of women are em-
bedded in backdrop images to de-
note a sense of watching and being 
watched. 

Mareikura – Tia Reihana There is a 
gathering of wahine. There is a gath-
ering of kai. What feeds our whanau 
is the story of me. This work is in-
spired by diverse narratives of de-
colonisation.

Circle in Box – Val Smith. This 
piece mourns the construct of 
the circle as a ritual space for 
community transformation. 
The black box theatre is sum-
moned to test its potential for 
containing ceremonial experi-
ence. What paranormal affects 
emerge through being present 
to the circle in the box?




