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Something for the whanau
Locals with a vision that’s close to their heart.
Wellington’s own Maori 
trans couple don’t need 
much introduction in their 
community. Both have busy 
lives around their full time jobs, 
are actively involved in some 
form of wider community work 
and always have some project 
on the burner. Karen (52yrs) 
and Peri (46yrs) are passionate 
about enjoying each day and 
surrounding themselves with 
positive, like minded people. 
‘When you find someone who 
loves you for you and nothing 
more, you just want to make 
up for all those lost years and 
get on with life and be happy’ 
says Peri. 
In 2007 they committed 
themselves to a year long study 
with Te Wananga o Aotearoa’s  
certificate in small business 
management with the vision 
of one day setting up their 
dream, Tapatoru. While their 
study focussed on the business 
side of things, what became 
important to start Tapatoru 
was to get support from their 
Maori trans community.
Karen says, “while the wider 
trans community  is  extremely 
diverse, we felt more 
comfortable among our Maori 
whanau  living throughout 
Aotearoa along with other 
trans who supported our 
work.” Karen has been among 
the Maori trans community 
since the age of 14 years when 
she left home to start her life in 
Wellington. She was whangai’d 
to a Maori whanau in Otaki, 
(Ngati Raukawa), and recently 
attended her high school 
reunion which was a great 
exeperience for her. Peri is 
from Te Arawa, Tapuika and has 
been living in Wellington since 
1986. They met in 1999 and 
together they have supported 
each other in many ventures.
What we need to make clear is 
that Tapatoru is not a support 
group like all those existing 
throughout Aotearoa. It is 
merely Karen and Peri doing 
what they have always done, 
and wanting to incorporate and 

actually share this with their 
trans whanau especially living 
close by in Wellington. 
Karen says “we don’t believe 
our whanau need a support 
group. They are survivors and 
believe in themselves. We 
just want to make sure that 
our whanau are included and 
aware of all the things that 
are happening in our city and 
in the trans world. We also 
have a vision to set up some 
assistance for our aging Maori 
trans who have no one to care 
for them and this includes both 
Peri and I.”
Over the years, Karen and Peri 
have experienced sad times 
when Maori trans pass on and 
there is uncertainty with their 
wishes and the wishes of their 
whanau.  The uncertainty is 
based around negative factors 
such as no communication, 
stigma around being trans and 
living away from home.
“If we can find more reasons 
(apart from tangi), to gather, 
and communicate both ways, 
then we can certainly start 
looking at the short and long 
term dreams we have, which is 
to provide a stronger and more 
active community for us and to 
provide a place for our aging 
Maori trans to go if they need 

to.” 
Not all trans are estranged 
from their whanau or have no 
whanau support. It is important 
to know this as too many times 
our Maori feature highly in 
all the wrong places. It is not 
always the case. However, there 
are some aging trans whanau 
who are asking this question 
and wanting to know if there is 
any where that they can spend 
their senior years that is safe 
and respectful.

Unsure just how they will do 
this, Karen and Peri know that 
one day this may be a reality 
for them as well and therefore 
have a genuine interest in 
working on what may be the 
biggest project these two have 
encountered.

“All we know at this stage 
is ‘small steps’ that lead to 
something productive” says 
Peri. Life for these two has 
never been easy so they do 
not expect the launching of 
Tapatoru to be something 
extravagant. They are more 
focussed on  the outcome. 

Tapatoru launched on 25 
February 2010 in Wellington and 
the website was uploaded on 5 
April 2010. Their publication 
‘TATOU’ (this is the first issue), 
will be their bi-monthly news/
resource for their ‘whanau’ to 
keep in touch.

-

What’s it all about: 
TAPATORU?
Focus on the present:
Tapatoru would like to share with 
its Maori trans and wider trans 
whanau the importance of making 
the most of the present! This is 
the time when people are too 
focussed on other aspects of their 
lives and that we forget about 
enjoying ‘today’:

we believe we are a whanau/• 
family and we look after each 
other and get on;
our uniqueness is what • 
contributes to our vibrant 
and colourful community;
keeping things simple is • 
what is more effective than 
complex and full of jargon;
we show our support in • 
numbers and a unifed voice 
with good intention toward 
our people;
always it is about uplifting • 
our wairua/spirit, and leading 
proudly by example;
We have no boundaries to • 
our successes!
savvy in today’s world • 
means living in both worlds 
confidently

Our history:
Our Maori trans whanau are a 
part of our Maori trans history 
also and  it is important that 
we remember those who have 
passed on and that we keep their 
memory alive.
Tapatoru invites contributions 
from whanau, friends, and 
companions, to share their story 
with us. We welcome any material 
on our brothers and sisters. Our 
email is: info@tapatoru.org.nz

What the future holds:
To have a place for our aging 
indigenous trans whanau in 
Wellington. To encourage 
a lifestyle that respects our 
trans people as they age and 
either require support to live 
comfortably or want to live in a 
facility that is supportive.

Photo by Kimi Kajiwara

“...to provide a stronger and 
more active community for us 

and to provide a place....”
‘small steps’ that lead to 
something productive....

Me Karakia Tatou

E te Kaihanga
Ka inoi ki a koe kia manaakitia
mai matou i tenei ata

Kia manaakitia o matou whanau whanui
kei nga kainga maha.
Manaakitia era e mauiui ana,
e rawakore ana, e pani ana.

Uhia mai o tomairangi atawhai
ki runga i a matou katoa i tenei ra
Kororia ki to ingoa tapu
Amine
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COMMUNITY 

BOOK IT!
Mihipeka: Time of Turmoil
My latest read is a book ‘Mihipeka: Time of Turmoil’ that I acquired 
in 1998. It is part of a series of an autobiography and was signed 
by the author Mihi Edwards at the time I purchased it. 

Some highlights were at the beginning especially about her dad’s 
tangi and meeting up with whanau. She mentions some names 
and tribes (Tapuika and Ngati Pikiao), and marae (Hinemoa Point) 
and locations like the hot pool at Rotokawa, that I am familiar with. 
These opened a floodgate of memories for me. I especially loved 
reading about the poroporoaki and how the elders entertained, 
which I have witnessed as a young child but not anymore.

The book also raised issues around how young women were 
treated back in those days, and this also got me thinking about 
things I heard also as a youngster. All I know is that there are a few 
untold real life happenings that this author is sharing with us. 

About the author: Mihi Edwards was born in 1918 at Maketu  and 
lived most of her life in Whanganui-a-Tara (Wellington). I had the 
privilege of attending her 80th birthday at Pipitea marae a while 
ago and she was delighted to meet mokopuna like myself. 

She wrote about and shared an honest account of her life and gave 
us a glimpse of how some Maori (especially women), transitioned 
to urbanisation. 

She passed on at the age of 90 
and was returned to Rotorua.  

If you would like to read this 
book, you can visit your local 
library to inquire if they have 
a copy or read the classifieds 
section where I will post a 
notice about this book titled 
‘BOOK IT’.

Maori Potatoes
Urenika & Karuparera

It’s 
about 

K ai
Urenika (left) have dark 

purple skin and flesh and 
Karuparera also have 
dark purple skin with 

deep white eyes

PORK BONES (Boil Up)
Pork bones
Urenika, Karuparera and normal potatoes
Carrots, cabbage and spinach.
I usually add pumpkin and dough boys as well but 
the pot was overloaded.

Some supermarkets stock pork bones with most 
of the fat trimmed which makes this kai quite 
healthy. 

Cook the bones first for about an hour by filling 
the pot with water above the bones and bring to 
a boil. 

Finally, add everything (layered) with cabbage, 
spinach and the other vegatables on the top. 
After another hour, turn the pot off (keep an eye 
on the water level too). 

The next morning before heading over to Dana’s place, we turned the pot on again for another boil for about 30-40 mins. On the way 
we stopped in to the supermarket for a nice loaf of bread which is ideal for scooping up the juices. 

I admit though, as I was working in between cooking - I didn’t layer the kai. If you do this, it is easy to remove the kai from the pot and 
assemble in a big dish to place on the table for whanau to pick and choose their kai. Hmmm, Reka!

Long-running comic Archie is 
to include its first openly gay 
character. 

In September, Kevin Keller, will 
become a new classmate of 
Riverdale High students Archie, 
Betty, Veronica, Reggie and 
Jughead.

"The introduction of Kevin is 
just about keeping the world 
of Archie Comics current and 
inclusive. Archie's hometown 
of Riverdale has always been a 
safe world for everyone. It just 
makes sense to have an openly 
gay character in Archie comic 
books," says Archie Comics Co-
CEO, Jon Goldwater.

Kevin will appear in the full-
issue story, Isn't it Bromantic? 
in Veronica #202, as the "new 
hunk in town" who Veronica 
just has to have. He defeats 
Jughead in a burger eating 
contest and she desperately 
latches onto him. 

Archie Comics says "mayhem 
and hilarity ensue as Kevin 
desperately attempts to let 
Veronica down easy and 
her flirtations only become 
increasingly persistent."

Archie comics 
introducing gay character

Posted in: International Daily 
News by GayNZ,com

Last month some awesome friends gave us some 
Maori potatoes from their garden. There was a 
combination of Urenika and Karuparera and they 
were larger than usual and freshly harvested. 

It’s always a delight to be able to share this sort 
of kai with loved ones so we visited our whanau 
Dana and her long time friend Poppy who was 
visiting and sat down to a big kai of Pork Bones.

Long time friends Dana (left) and Poppy (right), 
preparing for our sit down lunch of pork bones. 

Thanks to Andrew and Craig for the Maori potatoes. 
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Big Opportunity 
for kapa haka 
group
By Rebecca Thomson
The Wellingtonian

A group of Wellingtonian 
performers will wow audiences 
at the Shanghai World Expo at 
the end of this month.
Viola player Susan Fullerton-
Smith, violinists Elena and 
Hedda Oosterhoff, opera singer 
Zane Te Wiremu Jarvis and kapa 
haka group Te Ihi Connection 
are to perform a short piece at 
the expo’s opening ceremony 
on April 28.

The group’s artistic director and 
choreographer Tanemahuta 
Gray will also attend the event.

Elena, who performed at the 
2006 Shanghai Arts Festival, 
said this was a rare opportunity 
for the group.

“This is an unbelievable deal. 
We’re just one of just six 
foreign cultural groups, and the 
only group from Oceania and 
Australia, performing.”
(continued on Page 5)

A group of Wellingtonians will 
perform at the Shanghai World 

Expo

Tiwhanawhana at the opening 
of the DANSS Competition

‘Under the Rainbow’ to be an 
annual event/fundraiser’

Any news of interest to share 
with our whanau - email:

info@tapatoru.org.nz

LOCAL

BY GayNZ.com - April 2010

Under the Rainbow, the week-long art exhibition and fundraiser 
for Out Wellington Inc, has been judged a huge success, with 
each piece featured being sold, raising around $3,000.

The fundraiser officially closed last night (17 April), 
with a packed house bidding on pieces donated 
by GLBT artists across New Zealand. The money 
raised will go towards Wellington’s most popular 
annual GLBT event, Out in the Square.

“The result was better than any of us could ever 
have anticipated,” says Out Wellington’s co-chair, 
Andy Boreham. “It took a lot of hard work but it 
has all paid off.”

The fact that every piece sold is a testament to 
how much Wellington wants to see Out in the 
Square continue. 

“The gay and lesbian fair is a hugely popular event,” says 
co-chair Kayla Riarn. “Wellington’s GLBT communities 
certainly want to see that continue well into the future, 
and the success of Under the Rainbow means so much toward 
that.”

The opening and closing events for Under the Rainbow were 
both very popular, with many turning out to enjoy a wide 
variety of art, and bid to take some home. The success means 
Under the Rainbow will return as an annual event at Thistle 
Gallery. 

“We’re already working on the next exhibition,” Boreham says. 
“Watch this space.”

UNDER THE RAINBOW
“a huge success”

A trans artist finds local trans 
support as Tapatoru co-founder 
Peri (above), placed a winning bid 
for this original piece. “We are very 
proud of our art piece. Thank you 
to Out Wellington for an enjoyable 
event and the proceeds going to a 
great cause, ‘Out in the Square’ a 
community ‘must attend’ event.

Photo courtesy of Out Wellington

Supporting our wider community
DANSS Competition
Tapatoru along with whanau Jennifer Edwards, took part in the 
opening segment as part of Tiwhanawhana. The organisers 
were fantastic people who appreciated the time we (Kevin, Carl, 
Karamia and us three) gave to assist at the opening. This amazing 
event was held in Wellington on 10 April 2010. Later that week we 
found this article in our newspaper ‘The Dominion Post’ and have 
re-typed it (just in case you can’t read the article on the right).

From the waltz and foxtrot to 
the samba and rumba, it was 
all go at the same-sex dancing 
competition in Wellington.

Twenty couples competed in 
the event at the Wellington 
Chinese Sports and Cultural 
Centre in Berhampore on 
Saturday.

The couples took to the 
floor with a mixture of 
events including the waltz, 
foxtrot, quick step, cha-cha, 
rumba, samba and jive. The 
competitors also performed 
the New Vogue, a distinctively 
Australasian style of dancing.

Spokesman Ted Fecteau said 
the event, held for the third 
time, was the only one of its 
kind in the country.

Photograph captions:

(Top left): Judge Geoff Hunter 
and competitor Geoff Melvin 
chat between events. (Top 
right): Wayne Harrison left 
and Ted Fecteau, Celia James 
and Jenny Gibbs put their skills 
on show. (Bottom left): Judge 
George Nicholls. (Centre): Geoff 
Melvin and Clinton Brooks. 
(Bottom right): Marie North 
and Lesley MacGibbon try to 
impress the judges.
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All the answers to the 
crossword are in this issue!

Powelliphanta and 
Pupuharakeke are native snails 

of Aotearoa.

Wanna chat about something 
to LoLaa? email:

info@tapatoru.org.nz

Hey! Powelliphanta Boy! Can Ya - You know! 
DO IT? HA!HA!HA! HEE! Hee! Chuckle! 

Snort! Cackle! Cackle!

SIGH!  I’m so tired of those cheeky 
Tui always asking me if I reproduce 
by myself just because I’m intersex!

Oh don’t worry about that! Those jealous 
Tui haven’t been around a million years to 

know what it’s all about.......Like US!

Having a chat withLoLaa!

‘Beat around da Bush’ is 
exclusive to ‘TATOU’ 

and this is their debut!
-

‘Beat around da Bush’ is about 
some of our native creatures. 
In this issue we meet Choo 
Choo the young Pupuharakeke 
snail as he heads home from 
his daily excursions to visit 
friends. His track home goes 
passed a family of Tui who have 
made home in an old pine tree 
and they find amusement in 
trying to understand the sexual 
characteristics of snails. As 
Choo Choo is young, he is not 
yet accustomed to the banter 
and confides in his mum. 

Oh Kia Ora Guys and Gnurls! Why don’t you sit down, 
I’ll make you’s a cuppa tea and let’s have a catch up!

TATOU CROSSWORD.  All answers are in this issue.
Across (if there are two or more words, there are no spaces in between)
3.	 Who	is	the	Co-Chair	of	the	2nd	Asia	Pacific	Outgames	2011?
5.	 What	section	of	TATOU	is	available	for	whanau	to	place	any	

adverts?	Is	it	the	'Community'	page	or	'Panui'	page?
7.	 Out	Wellington	ran	an	exhibition	called	'Under	the	-	-	-	-	-	-	-'
10.	 What	is	the	surname	of	the	author	of	the	book	'Mihipeka:	Time	

of	Turmoil'?
12.	 Who	is	the	Minister	for	Whanau	Ora?
14.	 Who	was	the	HRC	Workshop	for?	-	-	-	-	-	Support	Groups.
16.	 Anna	Pacquin	starred	in	what	1993	NZ	movie?
18.	 Choo	Choo	is	a	Pupuharakeke	which	is	a	native?
20.	 What	was	Georgina	Beyer	selling	in	Masterton?
21.	 What	is	the	name	of	Cher's	son	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-?
22.	 Who	is	Dana's	long	time	friend?
24.	 How	many	pages	in	this	first	issue	of	TATOU?
25.	 What	will	the	new	character	in	the	Archie	comics	be?
Down (if there are two or more words, there are no spaces in between)
1.	 Is	Tapatoru	a	'support'	group	or	'whanau'	group?
2.	 Who	supported	Tiwhanawhana	at	the	DANSS	opening?	-	-	-	-	-	

-	-	-	Edwards?
4.	 What	is	the	name	of	the	kapa	haka	group	that	Peri,	Karen	and	

Jennifer	performed	in	at	the	DANSS	competition	opening?
6.	 What	is	the	name	of	our	columnist	'chat'	queen?
8.	 What	is	Tapatoru	focussing	on?	The	-	-	-	-	-	-	-
9.	 Urenika	is	a	Maori?
11.	 What	is	the	name	of	the	Wellington	Maori	group	who	are	

working	alongside	the	Outgames	coordinators?
13.	 What	is	Karen's	tribal	affiliation?
14.	 Which	marae	did	the	HRC	have	their	National	Workshop	this	

year	in	Wellington?
15.	 What	are	the	colours	of	the	Tapatoru	logo?	Black	and	-	-	-	-	-	-
17.	 What	have	Karen	and	Peri	called	themselves?	Tapa----	
19.	 What	is	the	name	of	the	newsletter	of	Tapatoru?
23.	 Will	'Under	the	Rainbow'	be	an	annual	event?	Yes	or	No?

1 2

3 4

5

6

7

8 9

10 11
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16 17

18 19

20
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22 23

24 25

EclipseCrossword.com

I remember a video that was 
made in the 80’s  with some of 
our sisters in it. Shoop Shoop 
Diddy Wop Cumma Cumma 
Wang Dang by Monte Video 
and the Cassettes.

Its about a guy who goes to the 
bar and meets a girl. The girl 
takes a liking to him but when 
he gets too close, he gets a 
nasty fright. He has picked up a 
trans woman (and in the video 
it is Dianna Adams). By then it 
is too late, and Dianna (acting 
of course), is dominant and 
wont let him go. 

Yes, the video stars some of 
our trans sisters back then, all 
dancing and having a good time  
in front of that camera. There 
was Nicole D and Natasha just 
to name a couple. Actually it 
makes me quite proud you 
know. People can watch that 
video all over the world and see 
our sisters doing their thing. 
Quite famous really!  
And while I am stuck in the 80’s 
my lovelies - what about that 
new movie ‘Boy’ that is making 
an old favourite Kiwi tune ‘Poi 
E’  famous again. Apparently 

ole ‘Poi E’ has hit the top of the 
music charts and it sounds quite 
bizarre that this has happened 
three times in 30 years.  I’m 
impressed - aren’t you? One 
of the young fullas living in the 
flat downstairs from me, says 
that ‘Poi E’ went from No. 203 
to No. 39 in three weeks and 
Kiwis have been buying the 
song online since the movie 
opened. How nice.

I watched the ‘Poi E’ video and 
saw that young break dancer 
boy doing his thing. And it was 
very clever how they were all 

doing the poi in different ways. 
They were walking down the 
street, roller blading, the boys 
were having a go! By Golly! It 
looked like it was saying that 
“Time will change but the poi 
won’t! It will survive all changes 
and still be used in today’s 
world just as much!” Neat aye!

Oh well, my little ‘Poi’s’. Love 
to you all my dear sisters and 
lovely boys out there. I look 
forward to chatting with you  
in the next issue. Oh and if you 
want to write to me and talk 
about the old days? Do!
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AROUND THE MOTU

Article continues from Page 3: 
‘Big Opportunity for 

kapa haka group’
What is Georgina Beyer 

currently doing?

If you would like to submit 
an article email: 

info@tapatoru.org.nz

Internal Affairs 
to open databases 
to tackle ID fraud
By TOM PULLAR-STRECKER 
BusinessDay.co.nz

The Government will help 
financial institutions combat 
identity fraud by letting them 
check whether customers’ 
credentials tally with 
information held by Internal 
Affairs in its citizenship, 
passports, and births, deaths 
and marriages databases. 

Internal Affairs Minister Nathan 
Guy says that making Internal 
Affairs’ data validation service 
available to the private sector 
will require a law change and a 
bill will be introduced later this 
year.

Montana World of 
Wearable Arts Award
www.Wellingtonnz.com

23 Sep - 3 Oct 2010
$50 – $170 - Book Now

Make sure you don’t miss out 
- if there is one show you need 
to see in 2010, it’s the Montana 
WOW® Awards Show.

Artists and designers from 
New Zealand and around the 
world enter truly amazing 
garments that are presented 
in a unique two hour show of 
choreography, music, lighting 
and special effects.

Timetable tight for 
Whanau Ora plan
By Adam Bennett
NZ Herald.co.nz (excerpt)

Plans to integrate scores of 
existing health and social 
services providers into just 20 
Whanau Ora organisations by 
July face difficulties and are 
optimistic, according to a top 
social worker.

The Government announced 
that the Maori Party’s Whanau 
Ora plan to increase the 
effectiveness of primary health 
and social spending for Maori 
and other families in need 
would go “live” from July.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/
article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10637484

Beyer has eye on mayoralty
By Nathan Crombie
Wairarapa Times Age

Georgina Beyer _ the first 
transsexual MP and mayor 
in the world _ has taken up 
a day job selling jewellery in 
Masterton.

Ms Beyer, 52, was yesterday 
sporting the crisp and corporate 
black suit of a Michael Hill sales 
professional after her first week 
in the job and said her return 
to the nine-to-five working 
world is ‘’a step back to being 
normal, back to the coal-face 
as it were’’.

However, she is not letting the 
precious gems bedazzle her and 
is also eyeing the Masterton 
mayoralty, dependent on 
feedback and support for her 
bid.

‘’I don’t have the finances to 
run a huge campaign but I do 
have a profile already and it 
would be at least irresponsible, 
reckless even, to let the political 
experience I’ve gained just 
disappear and go to waste.’’

She said she supports an 
amalgamation of the three 
Wairarapa councils without 
abandoning the Wellington 
regional authority as ‘’the 
figures still don’t stack up for 
me’’ regarding a unitary council 
for the region.

‘’We need some smart heads 
at the top in Masterton right 
now as it is the provincial hub 
of the Wairarapa and if there is 

a reorganisation at that level, 
Masterton will be a major 
player.
‘’And my loyalties are not 
divided _ I mean, I was 
Carterton mayor and I’ve been 
living in Greytown for the past 
six months. 
I have grave concerns about the 
wisdom of cutting ourselves off 
from Wellington but the three 
Wairarapa councils already 
co-operate over many issues, 
so what’s the big hassle about 
making the political leap.’’
Ms Beyer counts the mayoralty 
as ‘’a full-time job’’ and would 
reconsider her work with 
Michael Hill ‘’if I stand and, of 
course, if I won’’.
She has not worked in retail, 
she said, since leaving college 
to hawk menswear for 
Hallensteins as a 17-year-old 
named George. ‘’That was a 
lifetime ago.’’ 
Ms Beyer said she discovered in 
Wellington she was transgender 
and, after changing her name 
to Georgina, had worked as a 
stripper and prostitute. About 
1987, she shifted to Wairarapa, 
working as a radio host with a 
home in Carterton.
Ms Beyer returned to the 
capital as the first transsexual 
member of Parliament in the 
world, serving with the Labour 
Party from 1999 to 2007.
She was first elected Wairarapa 
MP with a 32 per cent swing 
from National to Labour 

Photo by Lynda FeringaBig Opportunity 
for kapa haka group
(Continued from Page 3)

“We’re playing with a 100-
piece orchestra, we’re really 
very fortunate,” she said.

Wellington City Council 
international relations manager 
Tom Yuan said the group’s 
invitation came about because 
of the official relationship 
between the council and 
Shanghai.

The World Expo, also known as 
the World Fair, is a large public 
biennial exhibition held in 
different parts of the world.

The first expo was held at The 
Crystal Palace in Hyde Park, 
London, in 1851 under the title 
Great Exhibition of the Works 
of Industry of All Nations.

About 70 million people are 
expected to attend this year’s 
expo, which starts on May 1 
and runs for six months.

The 2012 expo will be in Yeosu, 
South Korea.

Nobody will own 
foreshore and seabed 
- Govt
By Claire Trevett
NZherald.co.nz (excerpt)

Nobody will own the foreshore 
and seabed but coastal Maori 
will be able to go to court or 
negotiate with government to 
have customary title and rights 
recognised if new government 
proposals are adopted.

Attorney General Chris 
Finlayson released a discussion 
document setting out the 
government’s preferred options 
for the foreshore and seabed.

Under the government’s 
proposals, the 2004 Foreshore 
and Seabed Act would be 
repealed and a new law passed 
which took away full Crown 
ownership and vested the 
foreshore and seabed as ‘public 
domain’ instead - meaning 
nobody had ownership.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.
cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10635579&ref=paidb

Excerpts from current event 
topics in our country.

MIRACLE NEW ZEALAND
Agents for FOREVER LIVING PRODUCTS

Distributors of: Forever Freedom/Peach/Cranberry drinks, Aloe Propolis 
Creme, Aloe Gelly, Aloe Moisturizing Lotion, MSM for joint/muscle pain, 

Flouride free toothpaste, Zinc free deodorant, and much more!
Phone/Text on 022 602 3199
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PANUI

Me inoi tatou

Kia tau iho ki a tatou katoa,
te atawhai o to tatou 
Ariki a Ihu Karaiti

To aroha o te Atua
me te whiwhinga tahitanga
ki te wairua tapu
Amine

Would you like to advertise in 
our Panui? You are welcome to 
email us your notice. It is first-
in first-served basis and a great 
way to reach our whanau.
Emai: info@tapatoru.org.nz

EVENTS CALENDAR
2nd Asia Pacific Outgames, 
Wellington, New Zealand 
12-19 March 2011.
To all our trans whanau, 
friends, and support agencies! 
Please come forward and take 
part either as a conference 
presenter, delegate, sports 
participant, volunteer, sponsor. 
Whatever the role, it would 
be a shame not to! The LGBTI 
world will be at your doorstep 
so make sure you are involved 
(see back cover for more info). 

Agender NZ Conference, 
Hamilton’s Le Grand Hotel,
4-6 June 2010
Hotel rooms @ $150 per day 
Phone (07) 839 1994
This conference is open to all 
persons transgender,  significant 
others and supporters. Phone 
us or visit our website on: 
www.agender.org.nz

Asia Pacific OutGames Human 
Rights Conference, Wellington 
16-18 March 2011.
Theme: Dignity, Equality and 
Security: Diversity and Strength. 
Who wants to help make trans 
issues visible at the OutGames 
Human Rights Conference? 
You can email the conference 
convenor Barry Taylor from the 
Wellington Outgames and/or 
let Jack know jackb@hrc.co.nz

Diverse X Conference, 
Wanganui, 6-7 October 2010
HRC  have been asked to run a 
90min trans workshop on Thurs 
7 Oct 2010. Who would like to 
be involved? Please contact 
Carla Donaldson on her email 
womnet.wang@callplus.net.nz 
and let Julie know also by  
email: juliew@hrc.co.nz

TOP WEBSITES
www.wellingtonoutgames.com
www.roostertails.wordpress.com
www.grantrobertson.org.nz
wegiveadamn.org
http://pridenz.com/

CLASSIFIEDS
AVAILABLE. Are you learning 
how to use the computer ie: 
emails, internet, using word, 
powerpoint? We can help you. 
Contact info@tapatoru.org.nz

BOOK IT. Mihipeka: Time of 
Turmoil - if you would like to 
borrow, please enquire by 
email: info@tapatoru.org.nz

CHECK OUT THIS SITE. A Young 
trans artist showcasing his 
work. Please visit his site at: 
www.roostertails.wordpress.com

FOR SALE. Our two burner BBQ 
that has been in storage for a 
while needs a home. $offers. 
Contact info@tapatoru.org.nz

FOR SALE. Our desktop 
computer has been put to 
pasture as we have laptops 
now. Goes well. $offers. Contact 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

HEALTHYFOOD. We have a 
whole pile of these magazines 
plus Weightwatchers and Life. 
If you would like to inquire 
about these to borrow or buy. 
Email: info@tapatoru.org.nz

RANDOM. This service card 
was randomly taken from a 
community noticeboard. Each 
issue we will find a random 
service and post it here free: 
Psychic and Spiritual Healing 
Ph 027 239 2227 Miramar 
Wellington $40 per session.

WANTED. Bridge Partner to 
take part in the Outgames next 
year in March. Female. Hope 
to play Doubles and Fours. 
Contact info@tapatoru.org.nz

WANTED. Maori trans artists 
to work with us to set up an 
exhibition during Outgames. 
Contact info@tapatoru.org.nz

WANTED. Tennis Partner to 
take part in the Outgames next 
year in March. Male, social 
tennis player. Please email 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

WELLINGTON. Does anyone 
want to set up a ukulele group 
for fun and entertainment at 
events? Fun! Please email us 
at: info@tapatoru.org.nz

WORK AVAILABLE. Do you 
need some help with your 
brochures, publications, some 
design work. $neg. Contact 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

NOTICES
CONTRIBUTIONS. A request 
to all our Maori and Non-
Maori trans who would like 
to contribute to the work of 
Tapatoru by sharing stories, 
articles, art, poetry, notices, 
events, please email us at: 
info@tapatoru.org.nz

FREE QUEER COMMUNITY 
advertising for any groups, 
organisations interested. For 
specifications please email: 
gareth@gwcreative.co.nz 
http://pridenz.com/ 

NZAF CANDLELIGHT Memorial 
Tiwhanawhana has been invited 
to partake in the upcoming 
NZAF Candlelight which is on 
Sunday 16th May 2010 at 6.30 
pm. We hope to have two 
practices on Wed 5th and 12 
May between 5.30 - 7.30pm, at 
a venue to be confirmed. Email: 
tiwhanawhana@hotmail.com

STORIES and PHOTOS of 
any Maori trans. If you have 
any stories you would like to 
share with us all, or would like 
Tapatoru to place on site? We 
welcome contact from you 
anytime: info@tapatoru.org.nz

TATOU News. Our next 
publication will be out around 
July 2010.

If you would like to 
wear the 

Tapatoru logo

you can buy a 
garment and send it to us 

(along with a return envelope). 

Enclose $10 
and we can have your 
garment embroidered 

and post it back to you. 
If you are in Wellington, 

we can arrange 
pick up and drop off.

The contents of TATOU are a collective of articles and advertisement related  material sourced from whanau and whangai of Tapatoru. The views expressed within this publication are 
solely for the purpose of providing communication and marketing opportunities to it’s community. Tapatoru’s community are Maori trans, some Non-Maori trans who affiliate to, and some 
agencies, community groups and individuals who support the work of Tapatoru. We welcome your comments, advertising, story ideas, feedback and contributions. 
Please email: info@tapatoru.org.nz. Contact details are: Tapatoru, PO Box 19008 Courtenay Place, Wellington 6011, New Zealand. Ph/Txt 022 602 3199.

HRC 2nd National 
Workshop 

10-12 April 2010 
Source: hrc.co.nz
The 2nd National Trans Human 
Rights Training Hui hosted by 
the Human Rights Commission 
was held at Tapu te Ranga 
marae in Wellington.
The powhiri on to Tapu te 
Ranga was a great experience 
especially for people who were 
new to this cultural process. 
It was humbling to hear 
kaumatua Bruce Stewart talk 
about his marae and that it is 
the largest (10-storey) building 
made from recycled materials 
in the Southern hemisphere. 
On talking with his whanau, it 
was clear that Bruce is aware 
that our trans people have 
faced much discrimination and 
are marginalised. Even though 
his whanau had just had a 
bereavement, he continued to 
host us at his marae.
Over 30 people attended this hui 
with some locals who popped 
in to support the kaupapa. It 
was an action-packed weekend 
with alot of workshops and 
information gathering. The 
mixture of representatives 
provided an interesting forum 
and opportunities to network 
during the hui was invaluable. 
There was much work achieved 
and strategic preparation 
to meet  with government 
agencies on the Monday. 
Following  this meeeting, a video 
conference was scheduled  
for anyone interested in 
participating in this meeting 
regarding feedback from the 
Monday meeting as well as 
feedback on Counties Manakau 
DHB’s draft training package.
Thank you to Jack, Julie and 
the HRC kaumatua for a highly 
enjoyable weekend.
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Transformation complete 
Cher’s daughter Chastity is now Chaz

By DAILYFIX - April 2010

Chastity Bono has lost the ‘tity’ 
— literally. 

The only child of pop superstar 
Cher and Sonny Bono, who is 
now known as Chaz, stepped 
out on the weekend looking 
stoked — as he is in the final 
stages of switching gender 
from female to male. 

The 41-year-old underwent 
successful sex-change surgery 

over the last few years, and 
will shortly face a court to ask 
for his gender to be legally 
changed to male. 

Chaz has said the surgery 
was the “best decision I’ve 
ever made,” with mum Cher 
commenting a while back 
that “although I may not 
understand, I will strive to be 
understanding.” 

Congrats, Chaz! 

Chaz Bono with girlfriend Jennifer Elia at the 21st Annual GLAAD 
(Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) Media Awards in 
California.

Photo by GETTY

Ellen DeGeneres 
the most powerful gay
By DAILYFIX - April 2010

Everyone’s favourite lesbian 
Ellen DeGeneres has topped 
Out magazine’s list of the 50 
most powerful and influential 
gay people in the world. 

Other stars to make the list 
include Neil Patrick Harris, 
Adam Lambert, Jodie Foster 
and Marc Jacobs. 

Not only is the talk show host 
the most powerful gay celeb, 
her and her wife Portia de Rossi 

Photo by GETTY

Anna Paquin admits bisexuality 
By Reuters - April 2010

Oscar winner Anna Paquin 
has come out as bisexual in a 
video campaign for gay rights 
advocates, surprising the True 
Blood star’s fans and causing 
the organisation’s website to 
crash. 
The New Zealand actress’ 
message came in a celebrity-
laden public service 
announcement for the Give a 
Damn campaign, a web-based 
anti-discrimination effort 
backed by singer Cyndi Lauper’s 
True Colors Fund. 
“I’m Anna Paquin. I’m bisexual 
and I give a damn,” Paquin 
said before adding that “one 
hate crime is committed 
approximately every hour of 
every day in this country”. 
Sources on set told 
RadarOnline.com that Anna’s 
revelation came as a surprise 
to everyone. 
Paquin last year confirmed that 
she is engaged to her boyfriend 
and True Blood co-star Stephen 
Moyer. 
She recently admitted she 
was “surprised” to have fallen 
in love with Moyer after they 
worked together on the US 
vampire drama series. 

She said: “Put it this way, I don’t 
think anyone knew before we 
did. Clearly there was a reason 
we were cast in that particular 
combination but ... it’s not like 
either of us were looking for 
love or anything trite like that. 
It wasn’t something we saw 
happening.” 

A representative for the actress 
could not be reached for 
comment. 
Lauper, Whoopi Goldberg, Elton 
John and Sharon Osbourne 
were among the other stars 
who appeared in the True 
Colors Fund message. 

“I’ve come to realise equality 
means a lot to people who 

don’t have it and that, as 
a straight person, I have a 
responsibility to stand up for 
gay and transgender people 
each and every day,” Lauper 
said in a statement. 

Paquin’s assertion came as a 
surprise to fans of her work on 
television and in the movies, 
where she won an Oscar for 
best supporting actress at age 
11 in 1993’s The Piano, because 
she had not previously said she 
was bisexual. 

Since 2008, the Canadian-born 
Paquin has played a telepathic 
person in vampire TV series 
True Blood on cable network 
HBO. 

The organisation said in a 
Twitter message that it’s 
website, wegiveadamn.org, 
crashed due to overwhelming 
traffic. 

Celebrities in the video also 
raised concern about the US 
military’s policy of discharging 
openly gay soldiers. 

President Barack Obama has 
stated his goal to scrap the so-
called “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy, and this week the US 
Army secretary said he would 
not discharge gay personnel 
who admitted their sexual 
orientation to him. 

Photo byReuters

Anna Paquin (left) and her True 
Blood co-star Deborah Ann 
Woll (right) pose at the Golden 
Globe Awards in February.

were recently voted the most 
popular celebrity couple (gay 
or straight)!

Chaz Bono looking 
and feeling GREAT! 

Check out:
wegiveadamn.org

Ellen screens weekdays at 5pm 
on TV One

Want to share some news from 
the international scene with us 
email: info @tapatoru.org.nz

www.wellingtonoutgames.com



The Outgames are coming 
to Wellington in March next 
year. There is a lot more to 
it than just sports. Here are 
some of the events planned:

• the glamorous show 
Queen of the Whole 
Universe at the Opera 
House

• the biggest exhibition of 
work from GLBTI artists in 
New Zealand in 5 different 
galleries

• exclusive day tours and 
night trips, from wine and 
garden tours to night-
time kiwi spotting in the 
Zealandia sanctuary

• a human rights conference 
with speakers from here 
and overseas

• some wonderful parties
• and of course there will 

be competitions in 16 
different sports (including 
netball and volleyball)

The event will be launched 
in great style at Te Papa (the 
Museum of New Zealand) on 
Saturday March 12, where 
all the participants from the 
different countries will come 
together for the first time. 
There will be an authentic 
Maori welcome, followed by 
food and the opportunity to 

mix and mingle. 
The Closing Ceremony 
will be in Civic Square on 
Saturday 19 March, followed 
by the biggest party of the 
week!
With hundreds of people 
coming from around New 
Zealand and hundreds more 
coming from Australia, Asia 
and the Pacific Islands, 
Wellington will definitely 
have a rainbow flavour.
Pipitea Marae will host many 
visitors from out of town, 
and some of the hotels are 
also offering special rates for 
Outgames visitors. (Details 
will be announced on the 
Outgames website in coming 
months.)
New Zealand has never 
hosted an event like this 
before. 
You can find more information 
about the Outgames on the 
website, please go to: 
www.wellingtonoutgames.com 
and you can sign up on the 
website to get regular email 
newsletters. There is also a 
Facebook page, “Wellington 
Outgames”.

David Hindley
Co-chair
2nd AsiaPacific Outgames

Tangata Whenua Caucus is looking 
at name change to ‘Pae Arahi’

 2nd Asia Pacific Outgames 2011
The first meeting of this group took place in December last year. 
The perspective was for the OutGames to be a place where we 
can fully be who we are.  This would involve an endorsement 
of the organisers, tangata and mana whenua through inviting, 
welcoming, hosting and participating in the OutGames. The group 
then took on the name ‘Tangata Whenua Caucus’.

In a recent meeting of this caucus, it was confirmed that we 
supported the kaupapa of the Outgames, and that we wanted to 
give advice and support to the organisers of this event. 

Further discussions highlighted the need to have a clear 
understanding about the role and term ‘Tangata Whenua’. 
We wanted to be involved with the opening ceremony of the 
Outgames to ensure that tikanga Maori and kawa was part of 
that process and to be consulted where Wellington2011 and its 
various committees desired Maori expression be incorporated 
within their programmes. We then decided that the term that 
best describes our role is ‘Pae Arahi’.

Secondly, we would like to provide the opportunity of a noho 
marae experience during the Outgames and this is still in ‘initial 
discussion’ with those attending the meetings. We have two 
ideas: (a) a noho marae and (b) a ‘one’ night marae experience. 
Both ideas have yet to bring foward details such as venues, dates 
and costings, before anything is considered.

As we are a very small group in Wellington, we extend far and 
wide to our Maori whanau living in Wellington, to come forward, 
attend and support this kaupapa. It is rare that ‘we’ are given 
such a role and therefore we must bring our wairua together to 
showcase our people, our culture, our community and ourselves! 
Nau Mai - Haere Mai. If you have any further inquiries you can 
email the interim Chair for this kaupapa via us especially for 
details of the next meeting which is usually held in the city and 
somewhere accessible, email: info@tapatoru.org.nz. 

BADMINTON, FIELD HOCKEY, NETBALL, SWIMMING, 
BRIDGE, GOLF, RUNNING, TEN PIN BOWLING, 
DANCESPORT, LAWN BOWLS, SOFTBALL, TENNIS, 
DIVING, MOUNTAIN BIKING, SQUASH, VOLLEYBALL.

PLUS A HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE AND 
HEAPS OF CULTURAL AND SOCIAL EVENTS

12 - 19 March 2011
2nd AsiaPacific Outgames
Wellington, New Zealand


